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Mansfield Township Elementary School’s Social Studies Curriculum
Mission Statement
The mission of the Mansfield Township School District is to provide programs, materials,
experiences, and environment that will ensure all students achieve the expectations of the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards. In addition, the District's mission is to produce ethically,
morally responsible students who possess the personal, interpersonal, intellectual, and
social/emotional skills, concepts and understandings that will allow all students to function in,
and live productively in society. In pursuit of our mission, we pledge to:
● Promote a learning environment that stresses not only the academic process but also
self-discipline, self-worth, motivation, and respect for self, all others, and property.
● Provide equal access to a quality education where each student can reach his/her unique
potential and recognize the efforts of each student.
● Provide equal access to a quality education where each student can reach his/her unique
potential and recognize the efforts of each student.
● Promote an appreciation and understanding of diverse cultural backgrounds
● In our society and ensure a school climate that is accepting and welcome everyone.
● Provide and maintain open communications between school and home among all sectors
of the community.
● Involve community members in the educational process by promoting volunteer programs.
● Encourage a spirit of pride, professionalism, and growth among staff members.
● Provide students opportunities to use current technologies to help develop critical
thinking and problem solving skills.
● Develop and offer parent training programs that assist parents to enhance parenting
skills.
● Provide the needed resources for the continual revision and updating of program
offerings and facilities.
● Encourage the development of partnerships with business and corporations for the
support of our educational offerings.
The Social Studies Curriculum of Mansfield Township Elementary School is an integrated curriculum that
emphasizes the 2014 New Jersey Student Learning Standards and State-mandated topics through methods
that acknowledge all students. Our school is prepared to meet the individual needs of its learners in an
inclusive setting. Students will be encouraged to learn through a variety of reading, writing, speaking,
listening, and viewing tasks. Mansfield Township Elementary School utilizes two social studies programs.
In grades third and fourth, Social Studies Alive! is implemented. It focuses on the concept and development
of communities, incorporates geography and the learning of map skills, and instills democratic citizenry.
Students are challenged through the use of higher thinking skills to connect themselves with their
surroundings.
History Alive! Addresses grades fifth and sixth. This program brings history alive by utilizing interactive
activities that require students to learn historical concepts and remember important details about history
through participation.
3

With every grade level utilizing both programs all students progressively move from one grade level to
another grade level with the previous year’s experience. By doing so, Mansfield Township Elementary
School hopes to guide students to become reflective, creative, and analytical thinkers who will become
responsible citizens in our democratic society.
Since many objectives outlined in the Social Studies Curriculum lend themselves to cross content
presentation, aspects of this curriculum may also be covered in various other subject areas, including but not
limited to: Literacy, Character Education, Music and Visual Arts.

New Jersey
Student Learning Standards
for Social Studies
INTRODUCTION
Social Studies in Education in the 21st Century
The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to transcend the limits of time
and place and experience historic events virtually. By expanding their learning networks through online collaboration
with experts and other students from around the world, New Jersey social studies students develop an increased depth
of understanding of our global society. At the same time, their understanding of the fundamental principles and values
of American democracy and citizenship provides the conceptual framework that allows them to make informed
decisions about local, national, and international issues and challenges.
Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active,
informed citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.
Vision:  An education in social studies fosters a population that:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible.
Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global
communities.
Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis.
Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding.
Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy.
Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources.
Utilizes emerging technologies to communicate and collaborate on career and personal matters with citizens of
other world regions.

Intent and Spirit of the Social Studies Standards
All students receive social studies instruction from Preschool through grade 12. The challenges of the 21st century are
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complex, have global implications, and are connected to people, places, and events of the past. The study of social
studies focuses on deep understanding of concepts that enable students to think critically and systematically about local,
regional, national, and global issues.
Authentic learning experiences that enable students to apply content knowledge, develop citizenship skills, and
collaborate with students from around the world prepare New Jersey students for the 21st-century workplace. The
natural integration of technology in social studies education allows students to overcome geographic borders, apply
scientific and mathematical analysis to historical questions and contemporary issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and
experience events through the examination of primary sources.
The New Jersey social studies standards and indicators reflect national and state standards and other documents
published by the National Center for History Education, National Council for Social Studies, National Council for
Geographic Education, Center for Civic Education, National Council on Economic Education, Mid-Continent Research on
Education and Learning, National Assessment of Educational Progress, and the Partnership for 21st Century Skills.2
Social studies instruction occurs throughout the P-12 spectrum:

● At the Preschool level, students participate in interdisciplinary activities that promote cultural
awareness, sensitivity to individual differences, and respect for diversity.
● In grades K-4, students learn fundamental concepts about government, citizenship, geography,
economics, and history. The focus of instruction is on developing an understanding of core democratic
values, the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and how key people and events contributed
to the development of the American heritage. Exploration of cultural universals enables students to
realize how the availability of resources, the changing environment, and innovation impact everyday
life.
● In grades 5-8, students build upon K-4 foundational content. Through instruction in U.S. History and
World History/Global Studies, they begin to analyze the implications of government structures and
economic policies for individuals, communities, nations, and global relationships. The study of
migratory patterns and belief systems that in the past led to cooperation and conflict among groups of
people enable students to realize the significance of cultural transmission in today’s global society.
Relevant activities that help students connect content knowledge to current issues and that promote
service learning empower students to become civic-minded and socially active.
● In grades 9-12, students continue to study U.S. History and World History/Global Studies. They
consider historical viewpoints in order to analyze the role of the individual in society and the
significance of fundamental documents to basic human rights. Socratic discussion groups and debate
activities enable students to develop sound reasoning and effective communication skills. Opportunities
to collaborate with students from around the world and experts in the field, and to develop innovative
solutions to real world problems on the local, national, and global levels, mirror the 21st-century
workplace and allow students to practice important career skills. By the end of grade 12, students have a
heightened understanding of the cause-and-effect relationship between past and present events,
recognize patterns of interactions, and understand the impact of events in an interconnected world.
Revised Standards
The 2014 Social Studies Standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing meaningful
assessments. Minor revisions were made to the 2009 Social Studies Standards for one of the following four reasons - to
provide clarity, increase accuracy, adjust pedagogical expectations or to address grammatical issues. The revisions that
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were made are intended to clarify the document and do not reflect major changes to the standards. In addition, several
new skills were added to the Skills Table to reflect the expectations of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for
English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects.

2014 New Jersey Student Learning Standards are available at the following website:
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf

The Role of Essential Questions
Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of
the big ideas that enable students to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions
created for this project, which follow, were used to frame content goals and to inform the development of the
cumulative progress indicators.
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights
●

How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals
and the common good?

●

How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal
freedom, individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

B. Geography, People, and the Environment
●

How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or
determine the development of cultures, societies, and nations?

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology
●

How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about
scarce resources? What are the possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and
societies?

●

How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people
live and economies and governments function?

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives
●

How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity
and change, and how do they influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?

●

How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for
understanding and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?

Organization of the Standards
The organization and content of the 2014 social studies standards reflects N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)1.iv., which requires at
least 15 credits in social studies, including satisfaction of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-1 and 2; five credits in world history; and the
integration of civics, economics, geography, and global studies content in all courses.
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●

Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World applies to grades P-12; at the P and K-4 levels, content is
organized by strand only; at the 5-8 and 9-12 levels, content organized by era and strand.

●

Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies applies only to grades 5-12; at both the 5-8 and 9-12 levels,
content organized by era and strand.

●

Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century applies to grades P-12; at all levels (P, K-4, 5-8, and
9-12) content is organized by strand only.
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Pacing Guide
MP1

MP2

MP3

Social Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

Third Grade

Our Nation

Complete Our Nation,
Regions of Our Country

Complete Regions of
Our Country

Fourth Grade

Land of New Jersey

Early People and
History of the Garden
State

New Jersey Yesterday
and Today

Fifth Grade

Chapters 2,3,4,5

Chapters 5,7,8 &
Colonial Fair

Chapters 10-17

Sixth Grade

Unit 1: Early Humans and
the Rise of Civilization
Unit 2: Ancient Egypt and
the Near East

Unit 3: Ancient India
Unit 4: Ancient China
Unit 5: Ancient Greece
Unit 6: Ancient Rome

Full Science
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GRADE 3

9

September to January
Our Nation
6.1.4.A.1-Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national
governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common
good.
●

Laws are made to protect people. A law is a rule that everyone in a community,
state, or country is to follow.*

●

Public Safety, Public Works, Education, and Health are services that the
government provides to help everyone in the community.

6.1.4.A.2-Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution
and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote,
and the right to due process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American
democracy.
6.1.4.A.3-Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced
change at the local and national levels of United States government.
6.1.4.A.4-Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United
States Constitution defines and limits the power of government.
6.1.4.A.5-Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the national
government.
●

Executive-approves the laws and makes sure the laws are carried out

●

Spends tax money the way Congress says it should be spent

●

Meets with leaders of other countries

●

In charge of the military

●

President, Vice President, and Cabinet

●

Legislative-Makes the laws

●

Decides how much to tax and how much to spend

●

Senator (2 per state), Majority Leader, Representative (different number per state),
Speaker of the House

●

Judicial-Decides if a law follows the Constitution

●

Chief Justice, Justices

6.1.4.B.1-Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of
maps, and determine when the information may be useful.
Physical Maps
•Has colors that make natural patterns stand out
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•The colors on the map can stand for types of vegetation, mountain, and natural
features
•Names of big natural features are easy to see
•Physical maps also include some political information, such as boundaries
Political Maps
●

Has colors that make natural patterns stand out

●

The colors on the map can stand for types of vegetation, mountain, and natural
features

●

Names of big natural features are easy to see

●

Physical maps also include some political information, such as boundaries

Climate Maps
•The climate of a place is the weather it has season by season, year after year
•Rainfall and temperature are climate’s main ingredients
•Climate is affected by elevation, distance from the ocean, and latitude
Land Use Resource Maps
These maps show how land is being used. This might refer to:
•vegetation
•crops being grown
•forest vs. Agriculture
•mines and wells
•city zoning.
6.1.4.B.4-Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources
have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and
the United States.
6.1.4.C.1-Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in
their communities.
● In order to buy or do one thing, you have to give up buying or doing something
else.
● What you give up is the opportunity cost of what you get.
6.1.4.C.2-Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice
influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.
● The basic needs are food, clothing, and shelter.
● Wants are products and services that are not necessary but convenient.
6.1.4.C.3-Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.
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6.1.4.C.4-Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.
● Supply- how much of a good or the inventory; this is quantity
● Demand- the popularity of a good; this can be high or low
● When the supply of a product is too high, stores often lower the price to raise the
demand for the product.
6.1.4.C.5-Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and
services.
6.1.4.C.8-Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services
are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world community.
6.1.4.C.9-Compare and contrast how access to and use of resources affects people across
the world differently.
● Communication links
● Imports
● Exports
6.1.4.C.10-Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.
6.1.4.C.11-Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial
decisions within the community.
6.1.4.D.1-Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.
6.1.4.D.3-Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s
growth as a nation, historically and today.*
*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

January to June
Regions of Our Country
6.1.4.B.1-Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of
maps, and determine when the information may be useful.
Physical Maps
•Has colors that make natural patterns stand out
•The colors on the map can stand for types of vegetation, mountain, and natural
features
•Names of big natural features are easy to see
•Physical maps also include some political information, such as boundaries
Political Maps
●

Has colors that make natural patterns stand out

●

The colors on the map can stand for types of vegetation, mountain, and natural
features
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●

Names of big natural features are easy to see

●

Physical maps also include some political information, such as boundaries

Climate Maps
•The climate of a place is the weather it has season by season, year after year
•Rainfall and temperature are climate’s main ingredients
•Climate is affected by elevation, distance from the ocean, and latitude
Land Use Resource Maps
These maps show how land is being used. This might refer to:
•vegetation
•crops being grown
•forest vs. Agriculture
•mines and wells
•city zoning.
6.1.4.B.2-Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial
relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have
contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.
6.1.4.B.4-Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources
have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey
and the United States.
6.1.4.B.6-Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on
culture, economics, politics, and physical environment to understand the concept of
regionalism.
●

New England States

●

Mid-Atlantic States

●

Southern States

●

Great Lakes States

●

Mid-Western States

●

South-Western States

●

Mountain States

●

Pacific States

6.1.4.B.7-Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more
suited for settlement than others.
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●

Landforms

●

Resources

●

Waterway

Unit (1): Economics and Me

Recommended Pacing: 1st Trimester
(September to December)

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be
active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working
collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
NJSLS
6.1.4.C.1

Apply opportunity cost(i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to evaluate individuals’ decisions,
including ones made in their communities.

6.1.4.C.2.

Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence
decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.

6.1.4.C.3.

Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.

6.1.4.C.4.

Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.

6.1.4.C.5.

Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.

6.1.4.C.8.

Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services are
interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world community.

6.1.4.C.9.

Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the world
differently

6.1.4.C.10.

Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment in individuals’ lives.

6.1.4.C.11.

Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial decisions
within the community.

6.1.4.C.13.

Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.

6.3.4.C.1

Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting
children.
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9.1 Personal Financial Literacy
9.1.4.F.1

Demonstrate an understanding of individual financial obligations and community
financial obligations.

9.1.4.E.1

Determine factors that influence consumer decisions related to money.

9.1.4.E.2

Apply comparison shopping skills to purchasing decisions.

9.1.4.B.1

Differentiate between financial wants and needs.

9.1.4.B.2

Identify age-appropriate financial goals.

9.1.4.C.3

Compare and contrast credit cards and debit and the advantages and disadvantages of
using each.

Interdisciplinary Connections
NJSLS Reading Standards for Informational Text (Grade 3):
RI.3.1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text as the basis for
answers.

RI.3.2

Determine the main idea of the text; recount the key details and explain how they support
the main idea.

RI.3.5

Use text features and search tools to locate information relevant to a given topic
efficiently.

Interdisciplinary Connections
NJSLS Speaking and Listening (Grade 3):
SL.3.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL.3.3

Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate
elaboration and detail.

SL..3.6

Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification.
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Interdisciplinary Connections
NJSLS Writing (Grade 3):
W.3.4

With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and purpose.

W.3.7

Conduct short research projects about a topic.

W.3.8

Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources;
take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

Technology
● 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of
tasks including solving problems.
● 8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of
tasks.
● Use of smart board
● Notebook files
● Chromebooks
21st Century and Career Readiness
● CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
● CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
● CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
● 9.1.4.A.1 Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the
community and the related earnings.
● 9.1.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save.
● 9.1.4.D.1 Determine various ways to save.
● 9.1.4.F.2 Explain the roles of philanthropy, volunteer service, and charitable contributions, and
analyze their impact on community development and quality of living.
● 9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a
person achieve personal and professional goals.
● 9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and
community.
● 9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal
likes and dislikes.
● 9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation
for future academic and career success.

Additional Cross-Curricular Connections:
● Economics Smart Lesson
● Digital story (iPad)
● Shared Reading and Interactive Read Alouds (All Kinds of Farms)
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●
●

Non-fiction Reading
Informational Writing

Essential Questions:
● How do people make their economic
decisions?
● How is economics the driving force for the
occurrence of various events and
phenomena in societies?
● How does interaction among various
institutions in the local, national, and global
economies influence policy making and
societal outcomes?
● How do you make sound decisions about
money, savings, spending, and investment?
● How does supply and demand affect price
and output of goods?

Enduring Understandings:
●

●

●

●
●

Students will acquire knowledge and skills
to think analytically about how past and
present interactions of people, cultures and
the environment shape the American
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable
students to make informed decisions that
reflect fundamental rights and core
democratic values as productive citizens in
local, national, and global communities.*
People make decisions based on their
needs, wants, and the availability of
resources.*
Scarcity and choice influence decisions
made by individuals, communities, and
nations.*
Supply and demand influence price and
output of goods and services.
Production, distribution, and consumption of
goods and services are interrelated and are
affected by the global market and events in
the world community.

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A
52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Objectives:
● WALT: understand key terms including
consumers, producers, goods, services,
imports, exports, entrepreneur, resources,
spending, and saving.
● WALT: explain how resources affect people
across the world differently.
● WALT: illustrate how production,
distribution, and consumption of goods
affect the global market.
● WALT: take the entrepreneurial cycle from
concept development through raising capital
to production, marketing/sales and final
valuation.
● WALT: produce and market a product of
their own design.
● WALT: persuade consumers to purchase
their products.

Formative Assessments:
● Exit questions
● Anecdotal notes
● Teacher/Student conferences
● Turn and Talk
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Resources/Websites:
● BrainPop
● http://express.smarttech.com/?url=http://exchangedownloads.smarttech.com/public/content/f3/f35
d90b2-9386-4168-b4f6-ac8ff5afb203/Econ%20Choice.notebook#
● Scholastic News
● StoryWorks
● Learn360
● SMART Exchange
● Economics Smart Lesson
● Hollywood Squares Economics
● A New Coat for Anna Smart Lesson
Mentor Texts:
● Money, Money, Money by Lisa Ing
● A New Coat for Anna
● All about Chocolate
● All Kinds of Farms
● Saturday Sancocho by Leyla Torres
Suggested Assessments/Benchmarks:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pre-assessment of economic vocabulary terms
Summative assessment of vocabulary terms
Group project (create and market a product or service using resources from the classroom)
Short essays
Wordle
Digital Story

Accommodations & Modifications
Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations such as: Special Education,
Students at risk of failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can
be found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this unit are:
Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per
IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge
English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual partner when appropriate;
provide cooperative learning opportunities; modeling; visual aids & manipulatives; translator dictionary
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-ins by teacher, study guide,
notes, etc.
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Students with 504: (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and accommodations
should be specific to each individual child’s 504) Provide less distracting seating if possible: frequent check-ins by
teacher, notes, provide individual & small group help
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity; provide extension activities

Possible Anchor Chart:

Possible Anchor Chart:
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Unit (1): US Government

Recommended Pacing: 2nd Trimester
(Mid-December to March)

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be
active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working
collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
NJSLS
6.1.4.A.1.

Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national
governments protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote
the common good.

6.1.4.A.2

Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States
Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of
religion, the right to vote, and the right to due process) contribute to the
continuation and improvement of American democracy.

6.1.4.A.3

Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced
change at the local and national levels of United States government.

6.1.4.A.4.

Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United
States Constitution defines and limits the power of government.

6.1.4.A.5

Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the
national government.

6.1.4.A.6

Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal
system of government.

6.3.4.A.1

Describe the characteristics of an effective law by examining one in your
school or community (e.g., bike helmet, recycling).

9.2.4.A.2

Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school,
home, and community.

20

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Reading Standards for Informational Text (Grade ):
RI.3.1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to
the text as the basis for the answer.

RI.3.3

Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

RI.3.4

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Speaking and Listening (Grade ):
SL.3.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL.3.3

Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate
elaboration and detail.

SL.3.4

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.

Interdisciplinary Connections
NJSLS Writing (Grade 3):
W.3.4

With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and purpose

W.3.7

Conduct short research projects about a topic.

W.3.8

Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources;
take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories
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Technology
● 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of
tasks including solving problems.
● 8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of
tasks.
● Use of smart board
● Notebook files
● Chromebooks
21st Century and Career Readiness
● CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
● CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
● CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
● 9.1.4.A.1 Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the
community and the related earnings.
● 9.1.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save.
● 9.1.4.D.1 Determine various ways to save.
● 9.1.4.F.2 Explain the roles of philanthropy, volunteer service, and charitable contributions, and
analyze their impact on community development and quality of living.
● 9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a
person achieve personal and professional goals.
● 9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and
community.
● 9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal
likes and dislikes.
● 9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation
for future academic and career success.
Additional Cross-Curricular Connections:
● Branches of Government Smart Lesson
● 30 Hands (iPad)
● Shared Reading and Interactive Read Alouds
● Non-fiction Reading
● Informational Writing
● Jigsaw activity
● Digital Story (iPad)
● Wordle
Essential Questions:
● What makes a good citizen?*
● How do laws protect you?
● What are your rights as americans?*
● How has “fairness,” “equality,” and the
“common good” influenced new laws and
policies?*
● What are the three branches of government
and what are their duties?

Enduring Understandings:
● Citizenship begins with becoming a
contributing member of the classroom
community.*
● Rules and laws are developed to protect
people’s rights and the security and welfare
of society.*
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●
●
●
●

Why do governments have separate
branches?
How is the power shared between different
levels of government?
How can government be limited?
What is the relationship between
government and individuals?

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A
52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Objectives:
● WALT:Explain how rules and laws
created by community, state, and
national governments protect the
rights of people, help resolve conflicts,
and promote the common good.
● WALT:Explain how fundamental rights
guaranteed by the United States
Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e.,
freedom of expression, freedom of
religion, the right to vote, and the
right to due process) contribute to the
continuation and improvement of
American democracy.
● WALT:Explain how the United States
government is organized and how the
United States Constitution defines and
limits the power of government.
● WALT:Distinguish the roles and
responsibilities of the three branches
of the national government.
● WALT:Explain how national and state
governments share power in the
federal system of government.
● WALT: Compare and contrast how
government functions at the
community, county, state, and
national levels, the services provided,
and the impact of policy decisions
made at each level.
● WALT:Compare and contrast
responses of individuals and groups,
past and present, to violations of
fundamental rights.

●

●

●

●

The United States Constitution and Bill of
Rights guarantee certain fundamental rights
for citizens.
American constitutional government is
based on principles of limited government,
shared authority, fairness, and equality.
There are different branches within the
United States government, each with its own
structure, leaders, and processes, and each
designed to address specific issues and
concerns.
In a representative democracy, individuals
elect representatives to act on the behalf of
the people.

Formative Assessments:
● Exit cards
● Turn and Talk
● Student/teacher conferences

Resources/Websites:
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/english-language-learners/24139,
http://www.crfcelebrateamerica.org/index.php/holidays/4th-of-july/75-boston-plays
Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids: http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
Brain Pop
Reading a-z.
StoryWorks
Scholastic News
Learn360
Government Book PDF
SMART Exchange
www.iCivics.org
Crossword Puzzle
Branches of Government Smart Lesson
Government at the local level Smart Lesson
http://www.congressforkids.net/Judicialbranch_index.htm
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/9-12/government/national/judicial.html
http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/kids/index.htm
http://www.lawforkids.org/justice/justice.cfm

Mentor Texts:
● Nick Election Connection
● Shh! We’re writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz
● A More Perfect Union: The Story Of Our Constitution by Betsy and Giulio Maestro
Suggested Assessments/Benchmarks:
● Pre-assessment
● Post-assessment
● completed Lapbook
● Wordle
● Mock election/trial
● Digital Story

Accommodations & Modifications
Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations such as: Special Education,
Students at risk of failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this unit are:
Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per
IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge
English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual partner when appropriate;
provide cooperative learning opportunities; modeling; visual aids & manipulatives; translator dictionary
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-ins by teacher, study guide,
notes, etc.
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Students with 504: (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and accommodations
should be specific to each individual child’s 504) Provide less distracting seating if possible: frequent check-ins by
teacher, notes, provide individual & small group help
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity; provide extension activities

Possible Anchor Chart:

Possible Anchor Chart:

Unit (2): United States Regions

Recommended Pacing: Third Trimester
to June)

(April
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and
skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be
active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working
collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
CPI#

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

6.1.4.B.1

Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of
maps, and determine when the information may be useful.

6.1.4.B.2

Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial
relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas,
worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic
interdependence.

6.1.4.B.3

Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political
maps, and globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and
locations using latitude and longitude.
Mansfield Township School DIstrict Curriculum Guide
Grade: ___3____
Content Area: _____Social Studies_________

6.1.4.B.4

Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources
have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of
New Jersey and the United States.

6.1.4.B.6

Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based
on culture, economics, politics, and physical environment to understand the
concept of regionalism.

6.1.4.B.7

Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more
suited for settlement than others.

6.1.4.B.10

Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world
regions, and explain how maps, globes, and demographic tools can be used
to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.

6.3.B.4.1

Plan and participate in an advocacy project to inform others about
environmental issues at the local or state level and propose possible
solutions.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Reading Standards for Informational Text (Grade 3):
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CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

RI.3.1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text as the basis for
answers.

RI.3.2

Determine the main idea of the text; recount the key details and explain how they support
the main idea.

RI.3.5

Use text features and search tools to locate information relevant to a given topic
efficiently.

RI.3.7

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a
text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g.,where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Speaking and Listening (Grade 3):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

SL.3.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

SL.3.3

Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate
elaboration and detail.

SL..3.4

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.

SL..3.6

Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Writing (Grade 3):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

W.3.2.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

W.3.3.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear sequences.

W.3.4.

With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and purpose.

Technology

27

●
●

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of
tasks including solving problems.
8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of
tasks.

●
●
●

Use of smart board
Notebook files
Chromebook

21st Century and Career Readiness
● CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
● CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
● CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
● 9.1.4.A.1 Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the
community and the related earnings.
● 9.1.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save.
● 9.1.4.D.1 Determine various ways to save.
● 9.1.4.F.2 Explain the roles of philanthropy, volunteer service, and charitable contributions, and
analyze their impact on community development and quality of living.
● 9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a
person achieve personal and professional goals.
● 9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and
community.
● 9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal
likes and dislikes.
● 9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation
for future academic and career success.
●
Additional Cross-Curricular Connections:
● Powerpoint presentation (State research)
● Longitude/Latitude Notebook File Smartboard activity
● Jigsaw activity (Regions)
● Google Earth
● Make a Country (Project)
● Digital Story (Regions)
● Wordle
● Shared Reading and Interactive Read Alouds
● Non-fiction reading
● Informational Writing
● http://worldbookonline.com/student/extmedia?id=ar575960&sc=7&em=mp000401
Essential Questions:
● What are the different types of maps and
what information do they give?

Enduring Understandings:
● Different types of maps give different kinds
of information.
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●
●

●

What are the physical and human properties
of a region?
Why are some locations in New Jersey and
the united States more suited for settlement
than others?
What are the major cities in New Jersey,
United States, and in the world, and how
can demographic tools be used to
understand cultural differences.

●
●

●

●

Places are characterized by their physical
and human properties.
Patterns of settlement across Earth’s
surface differ markedly from region to
region, place to place, and time to time.
Urban areas, worldwide, share common
physical characteristics, but may also have
cultural differences.
regions in the United States are based on
culture, economics, politics, and physical
environments *

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A
52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Objectives:
Formative Assessments:
Students will be able to:
● Exit cards
● WALT: identify the parts of a map.
● Group project (creating a map)
● WALT: Compare and contrast
● Turn and Talk
information that can be found on
● Class/Group discussions
different types of maps, and determine
● Practice quiz for states and capitals within
when the information may be useful.
regions
● WALT: Use physical and political maps
to explain how the location and spatial
relationship of places in New Jersey,
the United States, and other areas,
worldwide, have contributed to cultural
diffusion and economic
interdependence.
● WALT: Explain how and when it is
important to use digital geographic
tools, political maps, and globes to
measure distances and to determine
time zones and locations using latitude
and longitude.
● WALT: Describe how landforms, climate
and weather, and availability of
resources have impacted where and
how people live and work in different
regions of New Jersey and the United
States.
● WALT: Compare and contrast
characteristics of regions in the United
States based on culture, economics,
politics, and physical environment to
understand the concept of regionalism.
● WALT: Explain why some locations in
New Jersey and the United States are
more suited for settlement than
others.
● WALT: Compare and contrast
characteristics of regions in the United
States based on culture, economics,
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politics, and physical environment to
understand the concept of regionalism.
**In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA
18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Resources/Websites:
● Longitude/Latitude Notebook File
● Latitude/Longitude Game
● Scholastic News
● StoryWorks
● Video Field Trips Scott Foresman
● Learn360
Mentor books:
● There’s a Map on My Lap by Tish Rabe
● Daily Detectives Mystery States
● Maps, Maps, Maps by Kelly Boswell
● Highlights Which Way USA books
● Mapping the Woods (Reading A to Z)
Suggested Assessments/Benchmarks:
● Pre-assessment of key terms
● State research project
● Design your own map project
● Identification of states and capitals in a region
● Region research project
● Identification of the names and location of the seven continents and five oceans
● Wordle

Accommodations & Modifications
Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations such as: Special Education,
Students at risk of failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this unit are:
Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and
accommodations should be specific to each individual child’s IEP) reduce/revise assignments & assessments as per
IEP; provide individual & small group help; notes, and study guides; provide background knowledge
English Language Learners: use consistent, simplified language; provide bilingual partner when appropriate;
provide cooperative learning opportunities; modeling; visual aids & manipulatives; translator dictionary
Students at Risk of Failure: Provide less distracting seating if possible, frequent check-ins by teacher, study guide,
notes, etc.
Students with 504: (These are just suggested ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and accommodations
should be specific to each individual child’s 504) Provide less distracting seating if possible: frequent check-ins by
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teacher, notes, provide individual & small group help
Gifted Students: provide additional enrichment activity; provide extension activities

Possible Anchor Chart:

Possible Anchor Chart:

In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)
See Holocaust/Genocide Curriculum for further details and lessons.
This curriculum is infused through grade level SS curriculum.

Objective:
●
●
●
●
●

Identify physical characteristics of themselves and
others.
Identify cultural contributions of people of different
backgrounds.
Demonstrate that s/he recognizes those contributions
people give to one another.
Demonstrate an understanding of the affects of our
words and actions on others.
Give examples of prejudice against individuals and

Activities/Materials
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Quotes and Questions
The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco
The Patchwork Quilt by Valerie Flournoy
Different and Alike by Nancy P. McConnell
Like Me by Emily Kingsley
Allen Jay and the Underground Railroad by Marlene
Targ Brill
Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter
Freedom School, Yes by Amy Littlesugar
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●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

groups.
Explain how prejudice hurts everyone and ways we all
(individually, as a community, a nation, a world) suffer
because of it.
Demonstrate an understanding that when a person or
group is being bullied and hurt by others, that some
people try to help those being hurt, some people do
nothing, and some people will join the bullies.
Explain why people choose to think and to act in caring
or in hurtful ways.
Demonstrate that s/he recognizes that each person must
be responsible for the things s/he says and does.
Analyze ways in which people can stand up for what
they believe is right and good.
Think about and explain ways that a person can be
more thoughtful and considerate of others.
Explain the reasons that we must have rules and laws to
help us live and work together in peace and harmony.
Demonstrate an understanding that not all rules and
laws are good and how we must work together to make
them better.

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Legend of The Bluebonnet by Tomie dePaola
The Trail of Tears by Joseph Bruchac
Escaping to America A True Story by Rosalyn
Schanzer
The Hand-Me-Down Horse by Marion Hess Pomeranc
Yettele’s Feathers by Joan Rothenberg
The Feather-Bed Journey by Paula Kurzband Feder
Seven Brave Women by Betsy Hearne
Angel Child, Dragon Child by Michele Maria Surat
The Dragon Kite by Nancy Luenn
Elijah’s Angel by Michael J. Rosen
One Yellow Daffodil by David Adler
Why Did It Happen? Helping Children Cope in a
Violent World by Janice Cohn

GRADE 4
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September to Mid-December
Land of New Jersey
6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine when
the information may be useful.
6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in New
Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion and economic
interdependence.
6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and globes to
measure distances and to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude.
● Physical maps, Political maps, landforms and waterforms, population, climate, global grid, latitude,
longitude, regions etc.
6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and
how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United States.
● resource usage, recycling, pollution, conservation, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
● create a recycling advocacy poster or video public service announcement
6.1.4.B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics,
politics, and physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.
● New Jersey is part of the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States
6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for settlement than
others.
●

NJ urban areas, suburban areas, and rural areas, economic contributions (state and nationwide),
resources, jobs, housing, etc.

●

Create a real estate add for a home in a particular county. Explain the area climate, resources, jobs, and
other features that would make people want to live in that particular county.

Student-created “Visitor Brochure” highlighting all the various cultures, economics, politics, resources,
and physical environments that NJ has to offer.
6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources.
● Climate, natural resources, mineral, renewable resource, erosion, nonrenewable resource, fossil fuel,
ecosystem
6.1.4.B.10 Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and explain how
maps, globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible and intangible cultural differences.
● Newark, Jersey City, Elizabeth, Paterson, Camden, Atlantic City
6.1.4.C.14 Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural resources,
climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force have played in economic opportunities.
6.1.4.D.10 Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is
manifested in different regions of New Jersey.
● Appalachian Ridge and Valley, Highlands, Central Corridor/ Piedmont, Atlantic Coastal Plain
● NJ Region Map craft
●

● Comparison chart of NJ Regions (characteristics)
6.1.4.D.11 Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for
changes.
6.3.4.B.1 Plan and participate in an advocacy project to inform others about environmental issues at the local or
state level and propose possible solutions.

Mid-December to March
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Early People and History of the Garden State
6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend
upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels.
6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni
Lenape of New Jersey.
6.1.4.D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and
America, and describe the challenges they encountered.
● Pretend you are a colonist. Write a letter home, explaining your experiences you had during your
immigration to NJ.
6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a nation,
historically and today.
6.1.4.D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New Jersey.
6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the
United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and citizenship.
6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government.
6.1.4.D.7 Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New Jersey government.
● Using points from the previous debate, create a treaty between the Lenni Lenape and NJ Colonists
which will honor each culture and lend to a peaceful and meaningful coexistence.
6.1.4.D.8 Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.
● Create an action plan that would ensure a Patriot victory at Monmouth.
6.1.4.D.9 Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and individuals.
● Underground Railroad, abolition in New Jersey, abolitionists, William Still, Vigilance, Fugitive Slave Act,
Perth Amboy Residents, havens in New Jersey, Harriet Tubman
6.1.4.D.11 Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for
changes.
6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.
6.1.4.D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional
beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.
6.1.4.D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and
present.
● Compare and Contrast the cultures of the Lenni Lenape and the New Jersey Colonists
● Debate Cultural Differences of Lenni Lenape and NJ Colonists Presentation

April to June
New Jersey Yesterday and Today
6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect the rights
of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.
6.1.4.A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at the local and
national levels of United States government.
6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and national levels,
the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each level.
6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations of
fundamental rights.
6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the country depend
upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global levels.
6.1.4.A.12 Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.
●

authority, rule of law, government, democracy, Trenton, governor, mayor, city council
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●

Write a letter to the Governor of New Jersey either commending a law in place in our state or asking
for a change in something you disagree with.

6.1.4.A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.
6.1.4.A.14 Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments, languages,
customs, and laws.
6.1.4.A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to
community, state, national, and global challenges.
●

Immigration, Ellis Island, Citizenship

●

Choose a country of origin that you and your family have recently “immigrated” from. Create an exhibit
showing who are you and where you came from (names, flags, maps, etc). Tell some similarities and
differences between the culture of your “home” country and the United States and/ or New Jersey. We
will visit each others exhibits, and discuss what cultural similarities and differences were prominent in
immigrants coming to NJ through Ellis Island.

●

Which cultures would potentially have a conflict with each other?

●

What cultural differences could have caused that conflict?

●

How have immigrant cultures stayed the same or changed (assimilated) after being in the United States
for some time?

6.1.4.C.1 Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their communities.
6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by
individuals, communities, and nations.
6.1.4.C.3 Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.
6.1.4.C.4 Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.
6.1.4.C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.
● economy, economists, Adam Smith, market, goods, services, market economy, capitalism, free enterprise,
consumer, gross state product, taxes, income, budget, supply, demand, scarcity, exports, Port Newark/
Elizabeth, traditional economy, command economy, mixed economy, monopoly
6.1.4.C.12 Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent figures who lived New
Jersey.
6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions taken to address
them.
6.1.4.C.13 Determine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.
6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the economies of New
Jersey and the United States.
6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions in many
cultures during different historical periods.
6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an
industrial society, and then to the information age.
●

Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham Bell, Henry Ford, Menlo Park, patent, John D. Rockerfeller, Grover
Cleveland, Charles F. Seabrook, John T. Dorrance, irrigation, assembly line, Elizabeth C. White, Robert
Wood Johnson, pharmaceuticals,

●

Invent something that could change society and tell the positive and negative changes it could bring to
society and/or the environment

6.1.4.D.11 Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the reasons for
changes.
6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from New Jersey
and other regions of the United States contributed to the American national heritage.
●

New Jersey Hall of Fame
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●

Choose a famous New Jerseyan from the past or present. Create a magazine cover highlighting who
they are, where they came from, specifically, in New Jersey, and what their accomplishments were/are

6.1.4.D.15 Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining traditional
beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.
6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with different cultural
or individual perspectives.
6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected
world.
6.3.4.A.2 Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups, including
community members and local officials.
6.3.4.A.3 Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community members about
the issue.
6.3.4.A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public concern and possible
solutions.
6.3.4.C.1 Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting children.

36

Unit (1): Land of New Jersey

Recommended Pacing: 1st Trimester

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
CPI#

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

6.1.4.B.1

Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and
determine when the information may be useful.

6.1.4.B.2

Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of
places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed
to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.

6.1.4.B.3

Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and
globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and locations using latitude
and longitude.

6.1.4.B.4

Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have
impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and
the United States.

6.1.4.B.5

Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United
States.

6.1.4.B.6

Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture,
economics, politics, and physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.

6.1.4.B.7

Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for
settlement than others.

6.1.4.B.8

Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources.

6.1.4.B.10

Identify the major cities in New Jersey, the United States, and major world regions, and
explain how maps, globes, and demographic tools can be used to understand tangible
and intangible cultural differences.

6.1.4.C.14

Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, natural
resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force have played in
economic opportunities.

6.1.4.D.10

Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape
culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey.

6.1.4.D.11

Determine how communities have changed over time and why.
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

6.3.4.B.1

Plan and participate in an advocacy project to inform others about environmental issues
at the local or state level and propose possible solutions.

NJSLS Geography:
6.1.4.B.2 Use maps to explain how location and spatial relationships contributed to cultural diffusion.
6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted
where and how people live and work.
6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment.
6.1.4.B.6 Compare characteristics of regions based on physical environment to understand the concept of
regionalism.
6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations are more suited for settlement than others.
6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people use and divide natural resources
6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions taken to
address them.
6.1.4.B.10 Identify major cities and explain how maps can be used to understand tangible and intangible
differences.
NJSLS Economics:
6.1.4.C.12 Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent New Jerseyans.
6.1.4.C.15 Describe how transportation systems impacted the economics of N.J. and the U.S.
6.1.4.C16 Explain how innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions.
6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural society to an
industrial society.
6.1.4.C.18 Explain how communications systems led to increased collaboration and the spread of ideas.
NJSLS Civics: Active citizenship in the 21st Century all students acquire the skills needed to be active,
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to
address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
9.2.4.A.2

Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and
community.

9.2.4.A.3

Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal
likes and dislikes.

9.2.4.A.4

Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation
for future academic and career success.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Reading Standards for Informational Text (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)
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RI 4.1

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text

RI 4.2

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text

RI 4.3

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

RI 4.5

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text

RI 4.7

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

RI 4.8

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI 4.9

Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about
the subject knowledgeably

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Speaking and Listening (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

SL 4.2

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

SL 4.3

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL 4.4

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL 4.5

Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance
the development of main ideas or themes

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Writing (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

W.4.2.A

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.4.2.B

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.

W.4.2.C

Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).
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W.4.2.D

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.

W.4.2.E

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

Technology
● 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of
tasks including solving problems.
● 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures.
● 8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century.
● 8.2.5.D.5 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people and
capital are used in products or systems.
● 8.2.5.D.6 Explain the positive and negative effect of products and systems on humans, other
species and the environment, and when the product or system should be used.
● 8.2.5.D.7 Explain the impact that resources such as energy and materials used in a process to
produce products or system have on the environment.
21st Century
● CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
● CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
● 9.1.4.A.1 Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the
community and the related earnings.
● 9.1.4.A.2 Identify potential sources of income.
● 9.1.4.A.3 Explain how income affects spending and take-home pay.
● 9.1.4.C.4 Determine the relationships among income, expenses, and interest.
● 9.1.4.E.1 Determine factors that influence consumer decisions related to money.
● 9.1.4.F.1 Demonstrate an understanding of individual financial obligations and community financial
obligations.
● 9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and
community.
● 9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation
for future academic and career success.
Additional Cross-Curricular Connections:
● Web 2.0 tools: Prezi, Pic Collage, 30 Hands, Blabberize, Google Presentation
● Shared Reading
● Writing: journal writing, speech writing, critical thinking question responses
Essential Questions:
● How can you use a map to compare and
contrast information?
● Where is New Jersey located within the
United States of America?
● What are some characteristics of the
Mid-Atlantic region?

Enduring Understandings:
● Different types of maps can be used to
compare and contrast information.
● New Jersey is a part of the Mid-Atlantic
region of the United States.
● Different regions of New Jersey yield
different products of culture, economics,
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●

●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What are the different regions of New
Jersey and what determined how the
boundaries were established?
What various characteristics are specific to
each region of New Jersey?
What are some factors that determine where
and how people live and work in different
regions of New Jersey?
What makes New Jersey a unique state in
the country?
What are New Jersey’s symbols and
mottos?
What are are the distinctive characteristics
of each county in New Jersey?
Which county do you live in?
What are special characteristics of your
county?
What special events happen in your county
throughout the year?
What special events happen in other
counties in New Jersey throughout the
year?

Objectives:
We are learning to:
● analyze different types of maps to compare
and contrast information.
● explain where New Jersey is located within
the United States and describe the
characteristics of that region of the country.
● examine the different regions of New Jersey
to understand and compare the defining
characteristics of each region.
● evaluate how landforms, climate and
weather, and natural resources have an
influence on where and how people live and
work in New Jersey.
● create a region map of New Jersey
explaining the boundaries of each region.
● understand the different types of
communities in New Jersey and where they
are located within the state.
● describe how the people, features,
characteristics, and attractions of New
Jersey make it a unique state in the United
States.
● analyze how New Jersey’s residents impact
the environment around them.
● understand the symbols and mottos of New
Jersey.

●

●

●
●
●

●
●

politics, resources, and physical
environment.
New Jersey is composed of a variety of
different regions with distinct physical
features, natural resources, and attractions.
Landforms, climate and weather, and
resources have an impact on where and
how people live and work in different regions
of New Jersey.
There are some major cities in New Jersey
in addition to suburban and rural areas.
New Jersey’s people impact the
environment around them.
New Jersey’s physical and human
characteristics make it a unique state in the
USA.
New Jersey has its own symbols and mottos
New Jersey consists of 21 distinctive
counties.

Formative Assessments:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Teacher observations during small group
and whole class discussions
Questioning and conferring
Exit cards/questions
Turn and talks
Stop and jot
Quick write
Thumbs up/ thumbs down
Act it out
Whiteboard answer card
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●

●

●

create a New Jersey state stamp or visitor
brochure highlighting the unique
landscapes, symbols, mottos, people,
and/or attractions in the Garden State.
examine New Jersey’s counties to
understand the location defining
characteristics of each county.
create a real-estate add for a home in a
designated county in New Jersey,
highlighting the location of the home within
the state and the characteristics of that area.

Resources/Websites:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

SmartExchange
TrueFlix
New Jersey History Kids website
Great Places in South Jersey DVD
Hangout NJ website
Celebrate NJ website
NJN DVDs
www.cnn.com/studentnews
Lucy the Elephant website www.lucytheelephant.org
Statue of Liberty website www.nps.gov
NJ State website www.state.nj.us

Mentor Texts:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Silver Burdett & Ginn Social Studies, New Jersey Yesterday and Today
Scott Foresman Social Studies, New Jersey
Eileen Cameron, G is for Garden State
Mark Stewart, Uniquely New Jersey,  All Around New Jersey, People of New Jersey
Ann Heinrichs, Welcome to the U.S.A: New Jersey
Deborah Kent, New Jersey

Suggested Assessments/Benchmarks:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Critical Thinking Questions
NJ Region Map craft
Comparison chart of NJ Regions (characteristics)
Student-created “Visitor Brochure” highlighting all the various cultures, economics, politics,
resources, and physical environments that NJ has to offer.
State Stamp Art project
Real Estate ad- county project
My World Activity Performance Tasks
Chapter Assessments
Completed note sheets and questions in text
Accommodations & Modifications
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Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations such as: Special Education,
Students at risk of failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this unit are:
● Pre-labeled map of NJ counties and regions
● Research printed for visitor brochure
● Graphic organizer for comparison of regions
● Extension: Research of specific populations and economic and environmental strengths and
weaknesses in each region
● Note sheet with word bank and blanks for My World Activity Performance Tasks

Possible Anchor Chart:

Possible Anchor Chart:
(below will be altered for New Jersey specifics)
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Unit (2): Early People and History of the Garden
State

Recommended Pacing: 2nd Trimester

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.1 U.S History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental
rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
CPI#

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

6.1.4.A.11

Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the
country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community,
state, national, and global levels.

6.1.4.D.1

Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations,
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.

6.1.4.D.2

Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to
New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.*

6.1.4.D.3

Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a
nation, historically and today. *

6.1.4.D.4

Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New
Jersey.

6.1.4.D.5

Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of
Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day
government and citizenship.
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6.1.4.D.6

Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the
United States government.

6.1.4.D.7

Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New Jersey
government.

6.1.4.D.8

Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.

6.1.4.D.9

Explain the impact of Trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and individuals.*

6.1.4.D.11

Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the
reasons for changes.

6.1.4.D.13

Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people.

6.1.4.D.15

Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining
traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.

6.1.4.D.16

Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the
past and present. *
*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Reading Standards for Informational Text (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

RI 4.1

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text

RI 4.2

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text

RI 4.3

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

RI 4.5

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text

RI 4.7

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

RI 4.8

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI 4.9

Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about
the subject knowledgeably

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Speaking and Listening (Grade 4):
45

CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

SL 4.2

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

SL 4.3

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL 4.4

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL 4.5

Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance
the development of main ideas or themes

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Writing (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

W.4.2.A

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and
sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension.

W.4.2.B

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

W.4.2.C

Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).

W.4.2.D

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.

W.4.2.E

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or
explanation presented.

Technology
● 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks
including solving problems.
● 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures.
● 8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue
● 8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of
tasks
● 8.2.5.A.1 Compare and contrast how products made in nature differ from products that are human
made in how they are produced and used.
● 8.2.5.A.4 Compare and contrast how technologies have changed over time due to human needs
and economic, political and/or cultural influences.
● 8.2.5.A.5 Identify how improvement in the understanding of materials science impacts technologies.
● 8.2.5.B.4 Research technologies that have changed due to society’s changing needs and wants.
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● 8.2.5.B.5 Explain the purpose of intellectual property law.
● 8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how technologies have influenced history in the past century
21st Century
● CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
● CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
● 9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a
person achieve personal and professional goals.
● 9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and
community.
● 9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal
likes and dislikes.
Additional Cross-Curricular Connections:
● Smart board, Google Presentation
● Shared Reading;collaborative work
● Writing: journal writing,timeline graphing,critical thinking question responses
Essential Questions:
● What is government?
● Why do maps have different purposes?
● What is an economy?
● Who were the first New Jerseyans?
● How did gender play a role in the daily life
and culture of the Lenni Lenapes?*
● Which European groups explored and
settled in New Jersey and what factors led
them to choose New Jersey?
● What factors led to the culture clash
between the New Jersey colonists and the
Native Americans?*
● How did William Penn and John Woolman’s
beliefs about the Native Americans’ land
lead to a formal treaty between the colonists
and the Native Americans?*
● What were William Livingston’s
accomplishments and how did they play a
prominent role in New Jersey government?
● What major conflicts led to the writing of the
Declaration of Independence and the
American Revolution?*
● What qualities makes it a good leader?*
● What events of the Battle of Trenton made
this battle a turning point in the American
Revolution?*
● What events of the Battle of Princeton led to
the Patriots’ victory?*

Enduring Understandings:
●
 Review government, maps, and economy.
● Lenni Lenapes, the first New Jerseyans,
celebrated a rich culture in their daily lives.
● People migrated to New Jersey for different
reasons.
● European exploration of New Jersey
changed the cultural identity of New Jersey.
● Major events in New Jersey history caused
changes in the culture and perspective of
the state.
● William Livingston, the first governor of New
Jersey, was an important figure in the
development of New Jersey government.
● Conflicts with Britain led to the American
Revolution and the fight for independence.
● New Jersey was an important battleground
during the American Revolution.
● George Washington’s leadership led to the
victories of the Battles of Trenton and
Princeton.
● Climate conditions during the Battle of
Monmouth resulted in neither side claiming
victory.
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●

●

What clever decisions did George
Washington make that led to the victories of
the Battles of Trenton and Princeton?
What conditions led to the Battle of
Monmouth resulting in a draw?

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A
52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Objectives:
Formative Assessments:
We are learning to:
● Teacher observations during small group
●
analyze how gender played an important role
and whole class discussions
in the culture of the first New Jerseyans, the
● Questioning and conferring
Lenni Lenape.
● Exit cards/questions
●
explain daily life practices of the Lenapes.
● Turn and talks
●
analyze the reasons that various groups
● Stop and jot
settled in New Jersey.
● Quick write
●
evaluate how the Native Americans and New
● Thumbs up/ thumbs down
Jersey colonists could have settled their
● Whiteboard answers
differences and keep a peaceful coexistence.
●
examine Penn’s and Woolman’s beliefs about
Native American lands and analyze how this
resulted in a treaty between the natives and
colonists.
●
explain how Livingston’s accomplishments
contributed to the establishment of New Jersey
government.
●
describe the events that facilitated the need for
independence and the American Revolution.
●
describe the qualities that made George
Washington a good leader.
●
examine the events of the Battle of Trenton
that made it a turning point in the American
Revolution.
●
describe the events that lead to the victory at
Princeton.
●
evaluate George Washington’s clever plans
that lead to Patriot victories at Trenton and
Princeton.
●
analyze why there was no victory at the Battle
of Monmouth.
●
synthesize information from the battles at
Trenton and Princeton to create a plan that
would have ensured a Patriot victory at
Monmouth.
Resources/Websites:
●
●
●

Smartboard
TrueFlix
New Jersey History Kids website
48

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

NJ State website http://www.state.nj.us/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkHb0zuvb4 (Washington Crossing the Delaware)
www.cnn.com/studentnews
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ8M8Y4SiZM (Lenni Lenape)
Pearson “My World “ Social Studies Program (New Jersey)
https://sites.google.com/a/kenilworth38.org/new-jersey-colony-website/home/relationship-with-nativ
e-americans
http://newjerseycolonykevinconley.weebly.com/native-americans.html
http://www.nanticoke-lenape.info/history.htm
https://www.warpaths2peacepipes.com/indian-tribes/lenapi-tribe.htm
Preamble Schoolhouse Rock Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHp7sMqPL0g
Bill of Rights Ted Talk
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/a-3-minute-guide-to-the-bill-of-rights-belinda-stutzman

Suggested Assessments/Benchmarks:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Critical Thinking Questions
Performance Task - American Revolution Battles in NJ
My World Activity Performance Tasks
Lenape Indian Mixed Media Art Project
Chapter Assessments
Completed note sheets and questions in text
Accommodations & Modifications

Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations such as: Special Education,
Students at risk of failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this unit are:
● Research printed and highlighted for the Battles in NJ
● Note sheet with word bank and blanks for My World Activity Performance Tasks

Possible Anchor Chart:

Possible Anchor Chart:
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”What made George Washington a good leader in
battle?”

Unit (3): New Jersey Yesterday and Today

Recommended Pacing: 3rd Trimester

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.1 U.S History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the
American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global
communities.
CPI#

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)
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6.1.4.A.1

Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments
protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.

6.1.4.A.3

Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at
the local and national levels of United States government.

6.1.4.A.8

Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and
national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each
level.

6.1.4.A.9

Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to
violations of fundamental rights.

6.1.4.A.11

Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the
country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the community,
state, national, and global levels.

6.1.4.A.12

Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level.

6.1.4.A.13

Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.

6.1.4.A.14

Describe how the world is divided into many nations that have their own governments,
languages, customs, and laws.*

6.1.4.A.15

Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find
solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges.

6.1.4.B.9

Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions
taken to address them.

6.1.4.C.1

Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their
communities.

6.1.4.C.2

Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence
decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.

6.1.4.C.3

Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.

6.1.4.C.4

Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.

6.1.4.C.5

Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and services.

6.1.4.C.12

Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent figures
who lived New Jersey.

6.1.4.C.13

Determine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.

6.1.4.C.15

Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted the
economies of New Jersey and the United States.

6.1.4.C.16

Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and inventions
in many cultures during different historical periods.
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6.1.4.C.17

Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an agricultural
society to an industrial society, and then to the information age.

6.1.4.D.11

Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain the
reasons for changes.

6.1.4.D.12

Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from
New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the American national
heritage.

6.1.4.D.15

Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining
traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.

6.1.4.D.19

Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with
different cultural or individual perspectives.*

6.1.4.D.20

Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an
interconnected world.
*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

6.3.4.A.2

Examine the impact of a local issue by considering the perspectives of different groups,
including community members and local officials.

6.3.4.A.3

Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community
members about the issue.

6.3.4.A.4

Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public
concern and possible solutions.

6.3.4.C.1

Develop and implement a group initiative that addresses an economic issue impacting
children.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Reading Standards for Informational Text (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

RI 4.1

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text

RI 4.2

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize the text
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RI 4.3

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text,
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

RI 4.5

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text

RI 4.7

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs,
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how
the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.

RI 4.8

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI 4.9

Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about
the subject knowledgeably

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Speaking and Listening (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

SL 4.2

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

SL 4.3

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SL 4.4

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

SL 4.5

Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance
the development of main ideas or themes

Interdisciplinary Connections:
NJSLS Writing (Grade 4):
CPI #

Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI)

W.4.2.A

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

W.4.2.B

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples related to the topic.

W.4.2.C

Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for
example, also, because).

W.4.2.D

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic.
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W.4.2.E

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

Technology
● 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of
tasks including solving problems.
● 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include
graphics, symbols and/ or pictures.
● 8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print electronic information sources to complete a variety of
tasks.
21st Century
● CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
● CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.
● CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.
● 9.1.4.B.1 Differentiate between financial wants and needs.
● 9.1.4.B.2 Identify age-appropriate financial goals.
● 9.1.4.B.3 Explain what a budget is and why it is important.
● 9.1.4.B.4 Identify common household expense categories and sources of income.
● 9.1.4.B.5 Identify ways to earn and save.
● 9.1.4.C.4 Determine the relationships among income, expenses, and interest
● 9.1.4.E.1 Determine factors that influence consumer decisions related to money.
● 9.1.4.F.1 Demonstrate an understanding of individual financial obligations and community financial
obligations.
● 9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a
person achieve personal and professional goals.
● 9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and
community.
● 9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal
likes and dislikes.
● 9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation
for future academic and career success.
Additional Cross-Curricular Connections:
● Web 2.0 tools: Prezi, Pic Collage, 30 Hands, Blabberize, Google Presentation
● Shared Reading
● Writing: journal writing, speech writing, critical thinking question responses

Essential Questions:
●
●
●

What are the roles and responsibilities of
citizens and government in a democracy?*
How does the government service citizens?
In what ways can the government impact
citizens negatively or positively?*

Enduring Understandings:
●
●

State and community government decisions
service and impact citizens of New Jersey.
Democratic societies must balance the
rights and responsibilities of individuals with
the common good.
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●

●

●

●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What does a democratic society do to
balance the rights and responsibilities of
individuals with the common good?*
How are state and community government
similar to and/or different from national
government?*
In what ways may a citizen or group of
citizens disagree with a decision or law from
the government?*
When in history has a citizen or group
disagree with a government decision; what
was the response to the disagreement?*
How can a citizen demonstrate their
disapproval of a government decision or
law?*
Can an individual make a difference in
history?*
Why do people fight?*
How does the evaluation of past events help
us to make future decisions?*
How are we connected to events and people
of the past?*
Why do we have money?
What effect does the economy have on
society?
How does the economy affect your life and
the lives of others?
What impact does scarcity have on the
production, distribution, and consumption of
goods and services?*
What factors lead to a person’s decisions?*
Why would immigrants want to move to the
United States?*
Did all immigrants come here willingly?*
How does an immigrant become an
American citizen?*
What does it mean to be an American
citizen?*
Should immigration be restricted or
regulated?
What can happen when different cultures
interact within a relationship?*
How do some problems from this time
period remain with us still today?*
How is culture affected by a changing
society?*
Is new technology always better than that
which it replaces?
How do technologies and innovations affect
or change society?

●

●

●
●

●

●

●

●
●
●
●

●

●

●

State and community government are both
similar to and different from national
government.
Citizens have the right to disagree with a
decision or law the state government
adopts.
People respond to and resolve conflict in a
variety of ways.
Knowledge of the past helps one
understand the present and make decisions
about the future.
Local, national, and international
relationships are affected by economic
transactions.
The economy of New Jersey relies on
relationships with other states and nations
that are similar to and different from our
own.
People make decisions based on their
needs and wants and the availability of
resources within an economic system.
True relationships are revealed during
difficult times as well as happy times.
Immigrants can obtain rights and become
American citizens.
Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a
changing society.
Relationships between science and
technology may impact a society positively
and negatively.
Creativity and innovation have led to
improvements in lifestyle, access to
information, and the creation of new
products.
Scientific and technological innovation can
transform societies and affect people’s lives
and the environment.
New Jersey citizens of the past and present
have made an impact on the world today.
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●
●
●

Who wins and who loses when technology
changes?
How have New Jersey citizens influenced
the state, country, and/or the world?*
Who are some noteworthy New Jerseyans
and what did they accomplish?

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A
52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Objectives:
We are learning to:
● examine the roles and responsibilities of the
government and citizens in a democracy.
● understand how government decisions
impact citizens of New Jersey.
● analyze how a democratic government must
balance the rights and responsibilities of
individuals with the common good.
● distinguish between a state government and
national government based on
characteristics and responsibilities of each.
● understand that citizens have the right to
disagree with a government decision.
● understand that people resolve conflicts in a
variety of ways.Knowledge of the past helps
one understand the present and make
decisions about the future.
● analyze how local, state, national, and
international relationships are affected by
economic transactions.
● recognize that New Jersey relies on
relationships with other states and nations
that are similar to and different from our
own.
● analyze the factors which influence a
person’s decisions.
● understand how relationships are revealed
during difficult times as well as happy times.
● examine the process immigrants go through
in order to obtain rights and become
American citizens.
● create an exhibit explaining the diverse
cultures of those who came through Ellis
Island in hopes of becoming American
citizens.
● understand that cultures struggle to maintain
traditions in a changing society.

Formative Assessments:
● Teacher observations during small group
and whole class discussions
● Questioning and conferring
● Exit cards/questions
● Turn and talks
● Stop and jot
● Quick write
● Thumbs up/ thumbs down
● Act it out
● Whiteboard answer card
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●

●

●

●

●

understand that cultural differences can lead
to disagreements and misunderstandings
within a society.
evaluate how relationships between science
and technology may impact a society
positively and negatively.
analyze how creativity and innovation have
led to improvements in lifestyle, access to
information, and the creation of new
products.
analyze how scientific and technological
innovation can transform societies and
affect people’s lives and the environment.
discover how New Jersey citizens of the
past and present have made an impact on
the world today.

Resources/Websites:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

SmartExchange
TrueFlix
New Jersey History Kids website
Great Places in South Jersey DVD
Hangout NJ website
Celebrate NJ website
NJ State Website http://www.state.nj.us/
NJN DVDs
http://www.history.com/topics/ellis-island/videos/ellis-island-in-pictures Ellis Island
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm Ellis Island
www.cnn.com/studentnews
New Jersey Hall of Fame website

Mentor Texts:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Silver Burdett & Ginn Social Studies, New Jersey Yesterday and Today
Scott Foresman Social Studies, New Jersey
Eileen Cameron, G is for Garden State
Mark Stewart, Uniquely New Jersey,  All Around New Jersey, People of New Jersey
Ann Heinrichs, Welcome to the U.S.A: New Jersey
Deborah Kent, New Jersey
New Jersey Legislature: Pastimes and Trivia

Suggested Assessments/Benchmarks:
●
●
●

Critical Thinking Questions
“Letter to the Governor”- Write a letter to the Governor of New Jersey either commending a
law/practice of the state or asking for a change in something you disagree with.
Ellis Island culture fair- Choose a country of origin that you and your family have recently
“immigrated” from. Create an exhibit showing who are you and where you came from (names,
flags, maps, etc). Tell some similarities and differences between the culture of your “home” country
and the United States and/ or New Jersey. We will visit each others exhibits, and discuss what
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●

●
●
●

cultural similarities and differences were prominent in immigrants coming to NJ through Ellis Island.
Who would potentially have a conflict? What cultural differences could have caused that conflict?
How have these cultures stayed the same or changed after being in the United States for some
time?
“People” or “Time” magazine cover- choose a famous New Jerseyan from the past or present.
Create a magazine cover highlighting who they are, where they came from, specifically, in New
Jersey, and what their accomplishments were/are. or “Be an Innovator”- invent something that
could change society.
My World Activity Performance Tasks
Chapter Assessments
Completed note sheets and questions in text
Accommodations & Modifications

Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations such as: Special Education,
Students at risk of failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here..
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this lesson are:
● Template for “Letter to the Governor”
● Research provided and highlighted for Ellis Island culture fair
● Graphic organizer for Ellis Island culture fair
● Choice of select people for Famous New Jerseyan magazine cover
● Diagram of branches of government and their roles
● Note sheet with word bank and blanks for My World Activity Performance Tasks

Possible Anchor Chart:

Possible Anchor Chart:
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(Do this with state government)

In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad) See
Holocaust/Genocide Curriculum for further details and lessons. This curriculum is infused through grade level
SS curriculum.

Objective:
● Define prejudice, discrimination,
anti-Semitism, racism, and sexism
● Give examples of prejudice against
individuals and groups
● Explain how prejudice hurts everyone and
the ways we all suffer because of it
● Demonstrate an understanding that prejudice
and the hurtful actions to which it leads can
affect any person or any group at any time
● Demonstrate an understanding that when
prejudice and persecution hurt people, that we
each have a choice about how we react - to
help those being hurt, to turn away and
pretend that we do not see, to stand and
watch, or to join the bullies who are hurting

Activities/Materials
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Whole Human Race by Tim McFadden
At the Crossroads by Rachel Isadora
Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting
Cheyenne Again by Eve Bunting
Mrs. Katz and Tush by Patricia Polacco
The Trees of the Dancing Goats by Patricia
Polacco
Halmoni’s Day by Edna Coe Bercaw
Dirt on Their Skirts by Doreen Rappaport
The Legend of Freedom Hill by Linda Jacobs
Altman
Be Good to Eddie Lee by Virginia Fleming
Persuasion, Propaganda, and Political
Cartoons
Who Belongs Here? By Margy Knight Burns
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others
● Give examples of times that prejudice has led
to the persecution and killing of groups of
people, such as in the Holocaust
● Demonstrate that s/he recognizes that each
person is responsible for his/her own actions
● Analyze ways in which people can stand up
for what they believe is right and good
● Discuss things that a person can say and do to
be more thoughtful, caring, and trusting of
others
● Discuss the importance of being honest and
truthful
● Demonstrate that s/he recognizes that each of
us has traits and attributes in which we take
pride and that make us special
● Demonstrate that s/he recognizes the values
that influence each of us
● Explain reasons why individuals and groups
act in ways that may hurt and ways that may
help others
● Analyze why some people (groups and
nations) act like bullies and others act with
kindness and caring
● Explain the importance of good laws in
making our world safe for each of us and how
we can work to change bad laws that hurt
● Demonstrate an understanding that choices
have consequences and that making good
choices is very important

● The Unbreakable Code by Sara Hoagland
Hunter
● The Bobbin Girl by Emily Arnold McCully
● Barefoot, Escape on the Underground
Railroad by Pamela Duncan Edwards
● Smoky Night by Eve Bunting
● Amistad
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GRADE 5

Mansfield Township Social Studies Curriculum
History Alive! America’s Past
Grade 5
61

NOTES
Suggested Class Time 45min- 1 hour
T – transparency
IN –interactive student notebook
LM– lesson master

Lessons / Chapters
Essential Questions

CPI

Marking Period 1
Chapter 2:
American Indians and Their Land
●

Why did the first Native Americans travel to North
America?

●

How did American Indians adapt to different
environments in North America?

Chapter 3: American Indian Cultural Regions
●

How did the environment and available resources
affect different Native American cultures?

Chapter 4:
●
●
●

How and why Europeans Came to the New World
What clues do artifacts reveal about the past?
What did explorers take to and from the New World
during the Age of Exploration?

Chapter 5: Routes of Exploration to the New
World
●

What was learned from the different explorations
of the New World?

●

How did these explorations affect the Native
Americans?

Assessment:
●
●
●
●
●

Assessment (LG p. 37-39)
Paper Based Test for Chapter 2
Paper Based Test for Chapter 3
Paper Based Test for Chapter 4
Paper Based Test for Chapter 5

5-6 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer
(T2A, IN p.9-10)
 Visual Discovery (IN 11-13, T2B-E)
 Processing (IN p.14)
 Assessment (LM 12-14)

6.1.8.B.1.a.
6.1.8.B.1.b.
6.1.8.C.1.a.
6.1.8.D.1.f.
6.1.8.B.4.a.

4-6 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (T3, IN 15)
 Response Group – (LM 15- 17, IN 16-19)
 Synthesizing (LM 18-19)
 Processing (IN p.20)
 Assessment (LM 20-22)
*Alternate Activity – Use Jigsaw
Strategy to present information*

6.1.8.B.1.b.
6.1.8.C.1.a.
6.1.8.B.4.a.

5-6 Class Periods
 Preview (IN21)
 Underwater Exploration (Placards 4A-H)
 Skill Builder – Investigating a Sunken
Ship (IN p.22-23)
 Reading Further (IN 24)
 Processing (IN p.25)
 Assessment (LM 23-25)

6.1.8.A.1.c.
6.1.8.B.1.a.
6.1.8.B.1.c.
6.1.8.B.4.a.

*Advance Prep Needed- Teacher to Create
Wall Matrix*

6.1.8.C.1.c.
6.1.8.D.1.f.
6.1.8.B.2.a.
6.1.8.B.2.c.
6.1.8.D.2.a.

6 Class Periods
 Preview (T5, IN p.27)
 Skill Builder – Wall Matrix & Game (LM
27-33)
 Read & record notes for 5.2–5.9 (IN
p.28-29)
 Reading Further (IN 30)
 Processing (IN p.31-32)
Interdisciplinary Connections:
● Current Events:

●

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the
text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
and relevant connections from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
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●

●

●

●

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes
of a text and analyze their development;
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts
to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.
8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and
evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print
electronic information sources to complete a
variety of tasks.

Technology:

●

●

●

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world
problem using digital tools. Select and use
applications effectively and productively. (Chapter
4)
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter,
reports, personalized learning plan, business
letters or flyers) using one or more digital
applications to be critiqued by professionals for
usability. (Chapter 4, 5)
8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that
provides an environment to solve a real world
problem or theory. (Chapter 3, 4, 5)

21st Century Life and Career:
●
9.3.12.AR-PRF.6 Create stage, film, television or

electronic media scripts in a variety of traditional
and current formats. (Chapter 2)

Resources/Materials/Websites:
TCI- Social Studies Alive!: America’s Past Grade 5
TCI online teacher and student subscriptions:
https://www.teachtci.com/
Izzit.org
Sunburst Media - Our Early US: Native American Life
DVD

Accommodations & Modifications
Accommodations & Modifications to address special
populations such as: Special Education, Students at risk of
failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English
Language Learners can be found at the bottom of this
document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to
this Marking Period are:
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Sunburst Media - Our Early US: Famous Explorers DVD

●

Silver Burdett Ginn, Our Country
History Channel 0 America, The Story of US - DVD - only
first chapter to this point
Krulik, Nancy, Maryland the Old Line State, Scholastic
Krulik, Nancy, New York the Empire State, Scholastic
Fradin, Dennis, Pennsylavania, Children’s Press
Hanson-Harding, Alexandra, Delaware the First State,
Scholastic

●

●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Classroom environment to include preferential
seating, FM systems, use of peer role models for
groupings, clear classroom expectations and
routines
Provide students with preview of concepts,
including vocabulary, before beginning each
chapter
Provide reading passages for concepts based on
appropriate reading level
Provide vocabulary with definitions as resource
during reading
Use of graphic organizers
Use of sentence starters/word banks for
summarizing activities
Use of visual aids (cut out pictures for gluing into
interactive notebooks); provide step by step
directions on the board for assignments
Chunk material into manageable sections
Use of technology for writing assignments and
activities
Use of videos for additional tool for
comprehension of concepts
Modify independent classwork activities based on
ability level
Provide checklists to assist with independent
work completion
Advanced notice of assessments
Study guides
Modified assessments
Small group reteaching/testing as needed
Assignments and Assessments read aloud as
needed
Frequent check-ins and 1:1 assistance as needed

Marking Period 2
Chapter 6: Early English Settlements
●

Why did some English settlements survive while
others did not?

●

What hardships did the early settlers need to
overcome in order to survive?

Chapter 7: Comparing the Colonies
●

How were the first English colonies alike and
different?

●

What were the reasons for these differences?

5 Class Periods

6.1.8.A.1.a.
6.1.8.B.2.b.
6.1.8.B.4.a.

6-7 Class Periods

6.1.8.A.1.a
6.1.8.A.1.d.
6.1.8.B.2.b.
6.1.8.B.2.c.
6.1.8.C.2.a.
6.1.8.B.4.a.

 Preview (T6A, IN p.33)
 Visual Discovery – Research & Act-It-Outs
(T6B-D, LM 41-42, IN p. 34-36)
 Videos- Jamestown, Plymouth
 Reading Further (T6E, IN 37)
 Processing (IN p.38) Assessment (LM
43-45)

 P
 review (T7A, IN .39)
 P
 roblem Solving Group work
Creating Billboards (LM 47-49)
 Read & record notes for 7.3–7.8 (IN 40-41)
 Reading Further (T7B,IN 42)
 Processing (IN 43)
 Assessment (LM 51-53)
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Colonial Fair
How did colonists create products
using the tools and natural resources available to them?
***Benchmark 2***

Chapter 8: Facing Slavery*
●
●
●
●

How did the choices they made affect their lives?
What was the impact of slavery on
Africans?
How did African slaves respond to the problems they
faced?

8-9 Class Periods
 Introduce colonial fair
 Research products and tools
 Create posters to present information
 Participate in fair

6.1.8.D.3.a.
6.1.8.B.4.a.

5 Class Periods

6.1.8.C.1.d.
6.1.8.D.1.c.
6.1.8.D.1.f.
6.1.8.C.3.b.
6.1.8.D.4.a.
6.1.8.D.4.f.
6.2.8.D.8.b.

 Preview (T8A, IN 45)
 Response Group – Discussing Three
Dilemmas (T8B-D, IN 46-48)
 Reading Further (T8E, IN 49)
 Processing (IN 50)
 Assessment (LM 55-57 )

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86
(Holocaust & Amistad)

Assessment:
●
●
●
●
●

chapter 6 Assessment
Billboard Rubric
Student Group Participation Rubric
Written Reflection Rubric
Chapter 8 Assessment

Interdisciplinary Connections:

Current Events:
● NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the
text says explicitly and to make logical inferences
and relevant connections from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes
of a text and analyze their development;
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
● NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts
to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization, and analysis of
content.
● NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing
in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
● NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and to
interact and collaborate with others.
● 8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and
evaluate the accuracy of, relevance to, and
appropriateness of using print and non-print
electronic information sources to complete a
variety of tasks.
●
Technology:
● 8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and
resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving
problems (chapter 7)
● 8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing
application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols
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●
●
●

●
●

●

and/ or pictures.(chapter 7)
8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information
about problem or issue(chapters 6, 7)
8.1.5.B.1 Collaborative to produce a digital story about a
significant local event or issue based on first-person
interviews.(chapter 8)
8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the
accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using print
and non-print electronic information sources to complete a
variety of tasks. (Chapter 7)
Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship. 8.1.8.D.4 Assess
the credibility and accuracy of digital content. (Chapter 7
Research)
8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document
for a commercial or professional audience and present it to
peers and/or professionals in that related area for review.
(Chapter 6)
8.1.12.D.1 Demonstrate appropriate application of
copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons to an original
work. (chapter 7 research)

21st Century Life and Career:
● 9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices,
skills, entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect
income (chapter 7 Colonial Fair Research section of
economy)
● 9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and
demand.(Chapter 8)
Accommodations & Modifications

Resources/Materials/Websites:
TCI- Social Studies Alive!: America’s Past Grade 5
TCI online teacher and student subscriptions:
https://www.teachtci.com
Silver Burdett Ginn, Our Country
Sunburst Media; Our Early US: Colonial Settlements DVD
The Mayflower Voyagers DVD

Accommodations & Modifications to address special
populations such as: Special Education, Students at risk of
failure, students with 504’s, Gifted and Talented and English
Language Learners can be found at the bottom of this
document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to
this Marking Period are:

●

Mayflower Compact from DOE.NJ.GOV
Teacher guide from DOE.NJ.GOV for Mayflower Compact
Smith, Lane; John, Paul, George, and Ben, Scholastic;
Izzit.org

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Classroom environment to include preferential
seating, FM system, use of peer models for
groupings (including Colonial Fair groups), clear
expectations and routines
Provide opportunity for students to preview
vocabulary and concepts prior to class
Provide vocabulary with definitions as resource
Provide reading passage at appropriate reading
level (including Colonial Fair research)
Use of technology for research and writing
assignments
Use of graphic organizers
Word banks/sentence starters for summarizing
and interactive notebook activities
Use of visual aids, including step by step for
assignments, posted on the board
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Provide videos for assistance in understanding
the concepts
Chunk material into manageable sections
Use of checklists for independent work
assignments
Modify independent assignments based on ability
level
Advanced notice of assessments
Modified assignments/assessments
Assignments and Assessments read aloud as
needed
Small group reteaching/testing as needed
Frequent check-ins and 1:1 assistance

Marking Period 3
Chapter 10: Growing Tensions Between the
Colonies and Great Britain
●
●

What events led to problems between the
British government and the colonists?
How did these events affect the
colonists’ loyalty to Britain?

5 Class Periods
 Preview (IN 55, T10A)
 Experiential Exercise – Plan a Party (LM 85)
 Read & record notes for 10.3– 10.8 (LM 86, IN
56-57)
 Reading Further (T10B, IN 58-59)
 Processing (IN 60)

6.1.8.A.1.d.
6.1.8.A.1.e.
6.1.8.B.1.d.
6.1.8.A.4.a.
6.1.8.D.4.f.
6.2.8.D.8.b.

Assessment (LM 87-89)
Chapter 11: To Declare Independence or Not
●
●
●

What were the arguments for and against
colonial independence from Great
Britain?
Why did some colonists remain loyal to
Britain?
Why did other colonists want
independence?

Chapter 12:The Declaration of
Independence
●
●

Why was the Declaration of Independence
written?
What ideas are expressed in the
document?

Chapter 13:The Revolutionary War
●

How did the American Colonists defeat
Britain in the Revolutionary War?

6 Class Periods
 Preview (T11A, IN 61)
 Problem Solving Group work – Research &
Debate (LM 91-99)
 Read & record notes for 11.1–
11.3 (IN 62-63, LM 100)
 Reading Further (T11B, IN 64)
 Processing (IN 65-66)
 Assessment (LM 101-103)

6.1.8.A.1.d.
6.1.8.B.1.d.
6.1.8.D.4.f.

5-6 Class Periods
 Preview (T12A, IN 67)
 Read & record notes for 12.2–
12.5 (T12B, IN 68)
 Skill Builder – Declaration Skits
(IN 69, LM 106)
 Reading Further (T12C, IN 70)
 Processing (IN 71)
 Assessment (LM 107-109)

6.1.8.A.1.d.
6.1.8.A.2.a.
6.1.8.A.3.a.
6.1.8.A.3.b.
6.1.8.D.4.c.
6.1.8.D.4.f.

*Teacher will need rope and place for experiential
Activity 3rd
 Day*
7-8 Class Periods
 Johnny Tremain- feelings of colonists toward
British
 Preview (IN 73, T 12A)
 Experiential Exercise – Tug of War
 Read & record notes for 13.2–13.8 (IN 74-75)
 Reading Further (T 13B, IN 76-77)

6.1.8.A.1.d.
6.1.8.A.4.b.
6.1.8.B.4.b.
6.1.8.D.4.b.
6.1.8.D.4.f.

67

 P
 rocessing (IN 78)
 A
 ssessment (LM 111-113)
Chapter 14: The Constitution
●
●

How did the writers of the Constitution
create a strong and lasting government
that is still relevant today?
What are the key features of the
Constitution?

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and
NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Chapter 15: The Bill of Rights
●
●

Why was the Bill of Rights added to the
Constitution?
What rights and freedoms are protected
by the Bill of Rights?

*In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and
NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad)

Chapter 16: Manifest Destiny
and Settling the West
●
●

How did the U.S. acquire territory to the
west?
What impact did this land have on the
Native people?

Chapter 17: The Diverse Peoples of the West
●
●

What factors encouraged groups of
people to settle the west?
How did the movement of these groups
affect the Natives?

Assessment:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Chapter 10 project
Poetry Graphic Organizer
Chapter 10 Assessment
Comic Strip Rubric
Poster Rubric
Debate Rubric
Chapter 11 Assessment
Chapter 12 Test
Chapter 13 Test

5-6 Class Periods
 Preview (T 14A, IN 79)
 Read & record notes for 14.2–14.6 (IN 80-81)
 Skill Builder – Constitution
Power Card Game (LM 115- 119)
 Reading Further (T 14B, IN 82)
 Processing (IN 83)
 Assessment (LM 123-125)

6.1.8.A.2.a.
6.1.8.A.3.d.
6.1.8.A.3.e.
6.1.8.A.3.f.
6.1.8.C.3.a.
6.1.8.D.4.e.
6.1.8.A.5.a.
6.1.8.A.5.b.
6.1.8.A.5.c.
6.1.8.C.5.a.

6-10 Class Periods
 Preview (IN 85, T 15A)
 Read & record notes for 15.2–
15.8 (IN 86-87, T 15B)
 Experiential Exercise – Creating
Living Scenes (LM 127)
 Reading Further (T 15C, IN 88)
 Processing (IN 89)
 Assessment (LM 128-130)

6.1.8.A.3.h.
6.1.8.C.3.a.
6.1.8.D.3.b.
6.1.8.D.4.e.
6.1.8.D.4.f.
6.1.8.D.5.a.
6.1.8.D.5.b.
6.1.8.D.5.d.
6.1.8.D.5.e.

5-6 Class Periods
 Preview (IN 91, T 16A)
 Experiential Exercise *Rearrange Classroom* (LM
131-136)
 Read & record notes for section 16.2-8 (T 16B) (IN
92-94)
 Reading Further (IN 95, T 16C)
 Processing (IN 96 )
 Assessment (LM 144-146)

6.1.8.C.1.e.
6.1.8.C.1.f.
6.1.8.B.2.d.
6.1.8.D.2.b.
6.1.8.D.4.f.

6-7 Class Periods
 Preview (IN 97, T17A)
 Problem Solving Group work (LM 147-165,
Placards 17A-F) (CD tracks 3-8)
 Reading Notes (IN 98-99)
 Reading Further (IN 101, T17B)
 Processing (IN 100)
 Assessment (LM 166-168

6.1.8.C.1.e.
6.1.8.C.1.f.
6.1.8.D.1.g.
6.1.8.D.2.b.

Interdisciplinary Connections:
● Current Events:

●

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says
explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant
connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when
writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the
text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a
text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.
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●
●
●

Chapter 14 Test
Living Scene for Bill of Rights
Chapter 18 graded classwork

●

●

●

●

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine and convey complex ideas and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate
with others.
8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the
accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using
print and non-print electronic information sources to
complete a variety of tasks.

Technology:

●

●

●

●

●
●

●

8.1.5.E.1 Use digital tools to research and evaluate the
accuracy of, relevance to, and appropriateness of using
print and non-print electronic information sources to
complete a variety of tasks. (chapter 10)
8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing
application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols
and/ or pictures (Chapters 10, 11, 12,13, 14, 15)
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem
using digital tools. Select and use applications effectively
and productively. (chapter 10)
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports,
personalized learning plan, business letters or flyers)
using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by
professionals for usability. (Chapter 10)
8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information
about problem or issue. (chapter 10)
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and
filters in professional public databases to find information
to solve a real world problem. (Chapter 11)
8.1.12.E.1 Produce a position statement about a real world
problem by developing a systematic plan of investigation
with peers and experts synthesizing information from
multiple sources. (Chapter 11)

21st Century Life and Career:

●
●

●
●

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across
cultures. (chapter 12 and 14)
9.1.8.B.5 Explain the effect of the economy on personal
income, individual and family security, and consumer
decisions (chapter 11)
9.1.8.E.4 Prioritize personal wants and needs when
making purchases. (Chapter 12)
9.1.12.E.2 Analyze and apply multiple sources of financial
information when prioritizing financial decisions. (chapter
12)
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●

●

Accommodations & Modifications

Resources/Materials/Websites:
TCI- Social Studies Alive!: America’s Past
Grade 5
TCI online teacher and student
subscriptions:
https://www.teachtci.com
Silver Burdett Ginn, Our Country

Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations
such as: Special Education, Students at risk of failure, students with
504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this
Marking Period are:

●

Izzit.org
The Birth of the Constitution, Lee
Mendelson-Bill Melendez Production DVD
The American Revolution for Students:
Causes of the Revolution 1765-1774 DVD,
Schlessinger Media
The American Revolution for Students: The
Revolutionary War DVD Schlessinger Media
Our Early US; Fight for Independence;
Sunburst Media
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAZ8Q
JgFHOg
http://www.havefunwithhistory.com/activi
ties/btp.html
Revolutionary Tea Poem

9.1.12.E.6 Evaluate written and verbal contracts for
essential components and for obligations of the lender and
borrower (Chapter 16)
9.1.8.F.1 Explain how the economic system of production
and consumption may be a means to achieve significant
societal goals.(Chapter 19)

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Classroom environment to include preferential seating, FM
system, use of peer models for groupings, clear
expectations and routines
Provide opportunity for students be introduced to
vocabulary and concepts prior to class
Provide vocabulary with definitions as resource during
reading
Provide reading passage at appropriate reading level
Use of graphic organizers
Use of word banks/sentence starters for interactive
notebook activities
Use of technology for research and writing assignments
Use of visual aids, including cut out photographs for
interactive notebook assignments, as well as step by step
directions on the board for independent assignments
Use of videos as additional tool for comprehension of
concepts
Modify independent assignments based on ability
Use of checklists for independent assignments
Use of primary and secondary sources for United States
documents
Advanced notice of assessments
Modified assessments
Assignments and assessments read aloud as needed
Small group reteaching/testing as needed
Frequent check-ins and 1:1 assistance as needed

In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad) See
Holocaust/Genocide Curriculum for further details and lessons. This curriculum is infused through grade level
SS curriculum.
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Objective
● That man’s inhumanity to man can
surface in a variety of historical
circumstances
● That racial slurs and ethnic jokes are
stepping-stones on a long road, which
in the end may lead to genocide
● That genocide is a threat to all
humanity, and the loss of one group is a
loss to all
● That a bystander makes an active
choice that may result in escalating
harm to others
● That prejudice has had a long history
and is still alive today
● That individuals can make a difference
by acts of moral courage

Activities/Materials
● Persuasion, Propaganda, and Political
Cartoons
● Art and Poetry During the Holocaust
● Perseverance/Overcoming Obstacles
During the Holocaust
● Forgiveness
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GRADE 6
Mansfield Township Social Studies Curriculum
History Alive! The Ancient World
Grade 6

Lessons / Chapters
Essential Questions

NOTES
Suggested Class Time 45min- 1 hour
T – transparency
IN –interactive student notebook
LM– lesson master

CPI

Marking Period 1
Geography Skills/Challenge Lesson
●
●

●

***Benchmark: Ancient Civilizations Pre-Test

What is the basic geography of planet
Earth?
How do we use geographic terms and
tools to describe the locations, places,
and features of our world?

2-3 Class Periods

Unit 1:
Early Humans and the Rise of
Civilization

Lesson 1: Investigating the Past
2 Class Periods

How did humans on planet Earth evolve
from animals into self-conscious thinkers
and inventors of society, culture, history,
and first civilizations?

 P
 review/Graphic Organizer (T1, ISN p.1)
 M
 ap Activity
 P
 rocessing – Challenge Game (ISN p.2-5)

 Preview (ISN p.9)
 Experiential Exercise-Cave
Paintings (ISN pgs. 10-11)

Lesson 2: Early Hominids 2 Periods

 P
 review/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.13)
 V
 isual Discovery (T2A-2D and ISN pgs. 14-18)
 P
 rocessing (ISN p.19)

Lesson 3: From Hunters and Gatherers to
Farmers
2 Class Periods

 P
 review/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.21)
 W
 riting for Understanding/Comic Book (ISN pgs
22-26)

6.2.8.B.1.a
6.2.8.B.3.a

6.2.8.A.1.a
6.2.8.B.1.a
6.2.8.B.1.b
6.2.8.C.1.a
6.2.8.D.1.a
6.2.8.D.1.b
6.2.8.A.2.a
6.2.8.B.2.a
6.2.8.B.2.b
6.2.8.C.2.a
6.2.8.D.2.a

Assessment on Lessons 1-3 1 Class Period
Lesson 4: The Rise of the Sumerian CityStates
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.27)
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 Response Group (ISN 28-29)
Lesson 5: Was Ancient Sumer a
Civilization?
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISNp.31)
 Social Studies Skill Builder (ISN pgs. 32-37
and Placards)
Lesson 6: Exploring Four Empires of
Mesopotamia
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.39)
 Problem Solving Group work/Creative
Song on one Empire (ISN pgs. 40-43)
Early Humans Timeline Challenge and review
activity 1 Class Period ( ISN pgs. 46- 47)
Unit Assessment 1 Class Period
Unit 2: Ancient Egypt and
the Near East
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What are the geographic features
associated with ancient Egypt, Kush, and
Canaan?
How did pharaohs from each major time
period in ancient Egypt contribute to a
powerful society?
What was daily life like in ancient
Egypt?
How did social class determine quality of
life in ancient Egypt?
How did Kush’s geographic location
influence its relationship with its
neighbors?
How did the Hebrew religion grow out of
this region?
What key figures drove the development
of Judaism?
How did the Diaspora and other challenges
affect the Hebrews?
How do we see influences of the
ancient Hebrews in our world today?

Geography Challenge 2
1 Class Period ( ISN pgs. 50-51 and Geography
Challenge Cards)
Lesson 7: Geography and the Early
Settlement of Egypt, Kush, and Canaan
2 Class Periods

 P
 review/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.53)
 E
 xperiential Exercise (T7A-7C and ISN pgs. 54-57)
 M
 ap and writing

Lesson 8: The Ancient Egyptian Pharaohs
2 Class Periods

6.2.8.A.3.a
6.2.8.A.3.b
6.2.8.B.3.a
6.2.8.B.3.b
6.2.8.C.3.a
6.2.8.C.3.b
6.2.8.D.3.a
6.2.8.D.3.b
6.2.8.D.3.c

 P
 review/Graphic Organizer ((ISN p.59)
 W
 riting for Understanding (T8A-8G and ISN pgs.
60-64)
 Processing/Assessment: Letter about Tour of Egypt

Lesson 9: Daily Life in Ancient Egypt
2 Class Periods





Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.65)
Ancient Egypt video
Group work/Social Class Posters (ISN pgs. 66-67)
Processing/HW (ISN pgs. 68-69)

Unit Test: Ancient Egypt
2 Class Periods
 Review-Jeopardy Game
 Test

Assessment:
●

Early Humans and the Rise of

Interdisciplinary Connections:
● RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
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●

●
●
●

Civilization Assessment
Unit Test: Ancient Egypt
Observation
Discussions
Graphic organizers

Resources/Materials/Websites:
●

●
●
●
●

www.teachtci.com (website to
access resources to accompany
student textbook)
History Alive! The Ancient World
textbook
www.newsela.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forki
ds/
Teaching through Text Sets: Ancient
Egypt (Teacher Created Materials
publishing)

from the text
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments
● RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples
or anecdotes).
● RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.
● W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and
relevant evidence.
● W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience
● SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade
6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly
● SL.6.4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and
using pertinent descriptions, facts, and
details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking
behaviors (e.g., eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation).
Technology:
● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital
tools.
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability
● 8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in
professional public databases to find information to solve a real world
problem.
21st Century Life and Career:
● CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.
● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
● 9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills,
entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.
● 9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand.
●

Accommodations & Modifications
Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations
such as: Special Education, Students at risk of failure, students with
504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this
Marking Period are:
❏ Differentiated reading articles on Sumeria, Mesopotamia, Egypt,
Kush, and Canaan supported with visuals and videos
(www.readworks.org, www.Newsela.com) with listening option
❏ Premade graphic organizers for each of the Egyptian Pharaohs
supported with visuals and videos
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●

●
●

Differentiated Passages: Ancient
Civilizations (teacher created
resource)
www.edpuzzle.com
www.padlet.com

❏ Fill in the blank note sheets on differences/similarities between
Sumeria, Mesopotamia and Canaan

Marking Period 2
Unit 3: Ancient India
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

What is the geography of the Indian
subcontinent, and how did that influence
settlement locations in ancient times?
What was daily life lik in Mohenjodaro,
India (Harappa)?
What are the five major beliefs of
Hinduism, and how did that religion
contribute to the development of ancient
India?
How did Siddhartha Buddha claim to find
happiness, and what Buddhist teachings
emerged from his quest?
How did Buddhist beliefs lead to
unification during the Mauryan Empire?
Why is the time of the Gupta Empire
termed “the Golden Age?”
What Indian traditions are seen today?

Lesson 10: The Kingdom of Kush
2-3 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.71)
 Visual Discovery (T10A-10D)/Act-it- Out
(ISN pgs. 72-75)
 Processing Activity-Comparing Kush Kingdom
and our Country (ISN p.76)
Lesson 11: The Ancient Hebrew and the Origins
of Judaism
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.77)
 Writing for Understanding-jigsaw activity
(ISN pgs. 78-80)
Lesson 12: The Struggle to Preserve
Judaism
1 Class Period
 Processing Poem/Chart

2.8.A.3.a
6.2.8.A.3.b
6.2.8.B.3.a
6.2.8.B.3.b
6.2.8.C.3.a
6.2.8.C.3.b
6.2.8.C.3.c
6.2.8.D.3.a
6.2.8.D.3.b
6.2.8.D.3.c
6.2.8.D.3.d
6.2.8.A.6.a
6.2.8.D.6.d

Ancient Egypt and the Near East Timeline
Challenge 1 Class Period ( ISN pgs. 86-87)
Geography Challenge 3 1 Class Period ( ISN
pgs.90-91 and Geography Challenge Cards)
Lesson 13: Geography and the Early Settlement
of India 2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.93)
 Response Group Activity (T13A-13H and ISN
pgs. 94-95)
 Processing-Real Estate Ad (ISN p. 96)
Lesson 14: Unlocking the Secrets of
Mohenjodaro 1 Class Period
 Graphic Organizer
 Processing (ISN p. 102)
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Lesson 15: Learning about Hindu Beliefs
1 Class Period
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.103)
 Skill Builder (T 15A-E and ISN pgs. 104-105)
 Processing-acrostic poem (ISN p.106)
Lesson 16: The Story of Buddhism
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.107)
 Visual Discovery (T16A-16E and ISN pgs.
108-111)
 Processing (ISN 112)
Assessment on Lessons 13-16 1 Class Period
Lesson 17: Buddhism and the First Unification of
India
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.113)
 Skill Builder (ISN pgs. 114-117)
Lesson 18: The Achievements of the Gupta
Empire
2 Class Periods
Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p. 119)
Writing for Understanding (ISN pgs. 120-123)
Ancient India Timeline Challenge
1 Class Period ( ISN pgs. 124-125)
Unit test on Ancient India 1 Class Period
***Benchmark: Ancient Civilizations Organizer
Unit 4: Ancient China
●

●

●
●
●

What are the five geographical regions of
China like, and how did these
characteristics influence location choice
for ancient settlements?
What do artifacts tell us about the nature
of daily life during the Shang dynasty?
What were the three major Chinese
philosophies, and how did they bring
about peace in Ancient China?
How did the dual nature of Emperor Qin
Shi Huangdi help and hinder Chinese
society?
Why is the Han Dynasty termed China’s
“Golden Age?”
What impacts did the Silk Road have on
the ancient world?

Geography Challenge 4 1 Class Period ( ISN
pgs. 128-129 and Geography Challenge Cards)
Lesson 19: Geography and the Early
Settlement of China
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.130)
 Problem Solving Group work (ISNpgs.
131-133)
Lesson 20: The Shang Dynasty
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p. 135)
 Skill Builder (ISN pgs. 136-137 and Placards)
 Processing (ISN p. 138)

6.2.8.A.3.a
6.2.8.A.3.b
6.2.8.B.3.b
6.2.8.C.3.a
6.2.8.D.3.d
6.2.8.A.6.a
6.2.8.A.6.b
6.2.8.B.6.d
6.2.8.C.6.c
6.2.8.D.6.d

Lesson 21: Three Chinese Philosophies
2 Class Periods
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 P
 review/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.139)
 E
 xperiential Exercise (ISN pgs. 140-142)
 P
 rocessing (ISN p. 143)
Assessment on Lessons 19-21
1 Class Period
Unit 5: Ancient Greece
●
●
●

●
●
●

How did Greece’s geography lead to
isolation and land rivalry among
ancient settlers?
How did the city-states of Athens and
Sparta differ?
How did the Persian Wars influence
Greek neighbors’ opinion of Greece as a
viable rival? What was daily life like in
Athens during its Golden Age?
What do Greek myths teach us about the
polytheistic religious beliefs from this
time?
How do military figures like Alexander the
Great and teachers like Socrates contribute
uniquely to Greek society?
Where can we find influences from
ancient Greece in our world today?

Lesson 22: The First Emperor of China
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.144)
 Visual Discovery (T22A-22E and ISN
pg.145-149)
Lesson 23: The Han Dynasty
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p.151)
 Skill Builder (ISN pgs.152-155 and Placards)
 Processing (ISN 156)

6.2.8.A.4.a
6.2.8.A.4.b
6.2.8.A.4.c
6.2.8.B.4.a
6.2.8.C.4.a
6.2.8.D.4.a
6.2.8.D.4.d
6.2.8.D.4.e

Lesson 24: The Silk Road
2 Class Periods
 Experiential Exercise (ISN pgs. 158-159),
information masters 24A-D, and student
handout 24
 Processing (T24 and ISN pgs. 160-161)
Ancient China Timeline
1 Class Period ( ISN pgs. 1 62-163)
Unit test on Ancient China 1 Class Period
Geography Challenge 5
1 Class Period ( ISN166-167 and Geography
Challenge Cards)
Lesson 25: Geography and the Settlement of
Greece
1 Class Period
 Reading Notes (ISN pgs. 168-169)
 Processing (ISN p. 170)
Lesson 26: The Rise of Democracy
3 Class Periods
 Experiential Exercise (ISN pgs. 172- 173)
 Processing (ISN p. 174)
Lesson 27: Life in Two City-States-Athens and
Sparta
2 Class Periods
 Preview/Graphic Organizer (ISN p. 175)
 Reading Notes Organizer (ISN pgs. 176-179)
 Processing (ISN p. 180)
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Lesson 28: Fighting Persian Wars
2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 181)
 Visual Discovery (ISN pgs. 182-186 and
T28A-28F))
 Processing (ISN p. 187)/Assessment
Lesson 29: The Golden Age of Athens
4 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 189)
 Reading Notes (ISN pgs. 190-191 and T29)
 God/Goddesses speeches
 Assessment-travel brochure
Lesson 30: Alexander the Great and His
Empire
2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 193)
 Response Group Activity (ISN pgs.
194-203 and T30)
 Processing (ISN p. 204)
Lesson 31: The Legacy of Ancient Greece
2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 205)/Graphic Organizers
 Social Skills Builder (ISN pgs. 206-211)
 Processing (P. 212)
Ancient Greece Timeline
1 Class Period (ISN pgs. 214-215)
Unit test on Ancient Greece
1 Class Period
Unit 6: Ancient Rome
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

How did Rome’s geography allow for
influences from nearby Etruria and
Greece?
How did rights differ between plebeians
and patricians?
How did democracy arise in such a
social class system?
What were some major positive and
negative effects of the Roman Empire’s
expansion?
What was daily life like in ancient Rome?
How did Christianity develop in ancient
Rome, and how was it received?
What influences from this region can be
found in the world today?

Geography Challenge 6
1 Class Period ( ISN pgs. 218-219 and Geography
Challenge Cards)
Lesson 32: Geography and the Early
Development of Rome
2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 220)
 Visual Discovery (ISN pgs. 221- 223 and
T32A-32D)
 Processing (ISN p. 24)
Lesson 33: The Rise of the Roman Republic
2 Class Periods
 Experiential Exercise (ISN pgs. 226-227 and
T33)
 Processing (ISN p. 228)

6.2.8.A.5.a
6.2.8.A.5.b
6.2.8.A.5.c
6.2.8.B.5.a
6.2.8.C.5.a
6.2.8.C.5.b
6.2.8.D.5.a
6.2.8.D.5.b
6.2.8.D.5.d

Lesson 34: From Republic to Empire
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2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 229)
 Problem Solving Group work (ISN pgs.
230-233and T34)
 Processing (ISN p. 234)
Lesson 35: Daily Life in the Roman Empire
2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN 235)
 Skills Builder (ISN pgs. 236-239)
 Processing (ISN p. 240)
Lesson 36: The Origins and Spread of
Christianity
2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 241)
 Visual Discovery (ISN pgs. 242- 245 and
T36A-36E)
 Processing (ISN p. 246)
Lesson 37: The Legacy of Rome in the
Modern World
2 Class Periods
 Preview (ISN p. 247)
 Reading Notes (ISN pgs. 248-249)
 Processing (ISN p. 250)
Ancient Rome Timeline
1 Class Period ( ISN pgs. 252-253)
Unit Test on Ancient Rome 1 Class Period

***Benchmarks: Ancient Civilizations Post-Test and
Ancient Civilizations Organizer

Assessment:
●
●
●

Unit test on Ancient China
Unit test on Ancient Greece
Unit Test on Ancient Rome 1
Class Period
● ***Benchmarks: Ancient
Civilizations Post-Test and Ancient
Civilizations Organizer

●

Challenge Cards

Interdisciplinary Connections:
● RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text
● RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments
● RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples
or anecdotes).
● RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.
● W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and
relevant evidence.
● W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience
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●

SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade
6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly
● SL.6.4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and
using pertinent descriptions, facts, and
details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking
behaviors (e.g., eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation).
Technology:
● 8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital
tools.
● 8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability
● 8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in
professional public databases to find information to solve a real world
problem.
21st Century Life and Career:
● CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
● CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.
● CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and
persevere in solving them.
● CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.
● 9.1.8.A.2 Relate how career choices, education choices, skills,
entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.
● 9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand.
Accommodations & Modifications

Resources/Materials/Websites:
●

●
●
●
●

●

www.teachtci.com (website to
access resources to accompany
student textbook)
History Alive! The Ancient World
textbook
www.newsela.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forki
ds/
Teaching through Text Sets: Ancient
Greece (Teacher Created Materials
publishing)
Differentiated Passages: Ancient
Civilizations (teacher created
resource)

Accommodations & Modifications to address special populations
such as: Special Education, Students at risk of failure, students with
504’s, Gifted and Talented and English Language Learners can be
found at the bottom of this document, or by clicking here.
Additional Modifications and Accommodations specific to this
Marking Period are:
❏ Differentiated reading articles on Ancient China, Ancient India,
Ancient Rome and Ancient Greece supported with visuals and
videos (www.readworks.org, www.Newsela.com) with listening
option
❏ Premade graphic organizers for each of the Ancient Chinese
Dynasties supported with visuals and videos
❏ Fill in the blank note sheets on differences/similarities between
Judaism and Buddhism

In reference to Statutes NJSA 18A:4a-2-4 and NJSA 18A 52:16A-86 (Holocaust & Amistad) See
Holocaust/Genocide Curriculum for further details and lessons. This curriculum is infused through grade level
SS curriculum.

Objective:
● To comprehend “non-violent resistance” and
be able to express the concept as it pertains to
the White Rose Resistance Movement

Activities/Materials
● Non-Violent Resistance to Nazi Oppression:
The Story of the White Rose, A Lesson in
Rebellion. It is a Story of Bravery, Morality,
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● To express and explain a better understanding
of non-violent German resistance to Nazi
oppression
● To understand the dangers of blind obedience
to authority
● To examine primary sources (leaflets) to get a
better understanding of the non-violent
resistance
● To examine secondary sources for
information about members of the White Rose
resistance movement

and the Struggle for Justice
● Jewish Partisan Resistance to Nazi
Oppression: Stories of Armed Resistance
● The Ultimate Resistance to Nazi Ideology and
Oppression: Surviving!

Resources used to deliver the Social Studies Curriculum
This Social Studies curriculum is delivered using the Teachers’ Curriculum Institute Social Studies Alive,
History Alive! as the primary resource. Supplemental materials include audio-visual aids as well as
teacher created materials.

State/Federal Mandated Holiday Observances
Below is a list of holidays that the state/federal government requires teachers/schools to acknowledge in their
classroom/school instruction. This holiday instruction may be brief in nature. Accompanying holiday dates is
a list of resources. The holidays are listed in the order in which they occur during the school year.
1. Commodore Barry Day- September 13th (if it falls on a Saturday celebrate on Friday and if it falls on a
Sunday celebrate on Monday)
● http://www.ushistory.org/people/commodorebarry.htm
○ history of Commodore Barry
● http://www.saratogaaoh.com/Barry.html
○ images of Commodore Barry and biography
● http://www.aoh51fishtown.com/id17.html
○ history of Commodore Barry
2. Constitution Day – September 17th
● http://www.constitutionday.com/
○ history of the holiday and movie
● http://constitutioncenter.org/constitutionday/display/MainS/Home
○ numerous teaching resources
● http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson347.shtml
○ Resources
3. Columbus Day -2nd Monday in October
● http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Columbus_Day/
● http://holidays.mrdonn.org/columbusday.html
4. Veterans Day- November 11th
● http://www.teachervision.fen.com/veterans-day/teacher- resources/6674.html
● http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/veterans-day/index.htm
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○ Word searches, crosswords, puzzles, etc
● http://www.lessonplanspage.com/VeteransDay.htm
5. Thanksgiving Day- 4th
 Thursday in November
● http://www.holidays.net/thankgiving
● http://www.thanksgiving-day.org
○ Resources, Lesson Ideas

6. President’s Day- 3rd Monday in February
● http://www.lessonplanspage.com/presidentsday.htm
● http://holidays.mrdonn.org/presidentsday.html
7. Arbor Day - Last Friday in April
● http://www.arborday.org/arborday/celebrate.cfm
○ activities and history of Arbor day
● http://www.ehow.com/how_10193_celebrate-arbor-day.html
○ activities
● http://www.theholidayzone.com/arbor/
○ activities, printouts, crafts
8. Memorial Day- Last Monday in May
● http://www.usmemorialday.org
● http://www.surfnetkids.com/memorial_day.htm
9. Flag Day – June 14
● http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/flagday.htm
○ lessons
● http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/flagday/
○ crafts

Special Education and English Language Learners
Modification & Accommodation List
This list is designed to provide teachers with a comprehensive list of possible modifications and accommodations.
Many strategies on the list are considered best practice; and, therefore, are applicable to all students in a classroom.
Please consult and become familiar with a student’s 504 Plan or IEP to ensure compliance with the modification listed
on the document.

Modifications & Adaptations for Special Populations:
The information provided below contains recommended curricular modifications and adaptations. It is
recognized that teachers will use their professional judgment to make sure every child’s needs are met.

Special Education:
●
●

Computer Based Activities
Teacher Support

Students at Risk of Failure
●
●

Teacher Support
Teacher Read Aloud Text (If
Necessary)

Students with 504
●
●
●

Small Group Instruction
Additional Time
Seating Arrangements
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Teacher Read Aloud Text (If
Necessary)
Small Group Instruction
Additional Time
Seating Arrangements
Adapting to IEP
Books on Tape
Modified Assessments
Full / Partial Support on all tests
Alternate Test Format
Study Guides
Copies of Classroom / Lecture
Notes
Partner to Assist in Classroom
Activities
Student Buddies
Alternative Leveled Reading
Material
Sound & Spelling Cards
Graphic Organizers

Gifted & Talented:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Independent Special Interest
Study
Interest and learning centers
Computer Based Activities
Peer-Conferencing
Small Group Instruction
Learning Contracts
Tiered Activities and Lessons
Graphic Organizers
Problem Based Learning activities
Socratic Seminars
Independent Study
Activities to apply Kohlberg’s
Theory Of Moral Reasoning
Partner Problem Solving
Compacting opportunities

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Small Group Instruction
Additional Time
Seating Arrangements
Study Guides
Copies of Classroom / Lecture
Notes
Partner to Assist in Classroom
Activities
Student Buddies
Graphic Organizers

ELL:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Vocabulary Instruction &
Demonstration (Visual
Representation)
Computer Based Activities
Teacher Support
Teacher Read Aloud All Text
(If Necessary)
Picture Dictionaries
Small Group Instruction
Additional Time
Seating Arrangements
Books on Tape
Student Buddies
Graphic Organizers
Use of native language to
English dictionary
Administration of test by ELL
teacher or in a small group
setting as appropriate

●
●
●
●
●
●

Study Guides
Copies of Classroom / Lecture
Notes
Partner to Assist in Classroom
Activities
Assistance with organization of
materials/notebook
Use of a consistent daily routine
Break down tasks into
manageable units

For additional
Modifications/Accommodations
for special populations please visit:
Full list of
Accommodations/Modifications
for Special Populations
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